
             BCAT held its annual meeting / 
open house in April.   The evening also 
marked our second annual appreciation 
night.  It was an opportunity to thank 
our volunteers for all of their help 
throughout the year.  We had a nice 
spread of food thanks to a few of our 
volunteers, and the support and generos-
ity of several local businesses.    
              I would like to thank the fol-
lowing establishments for sponsoring 
the event: 

Roche Brother’s Supermarket 
Shaws Supermarket 

Burlington House of Pizza 
Cheng’s Wok 

Delicious Desserts 
Dunkin’ Donuts 

Papa Razzi 
   

             I’d also like to thank volunteers 
Matt Woods and Katherine Teebagy for 
their homemade Chili 
dishes that added some 
“spice” to the festivities.  
And I’d also like to 
thank Selina Woods and 

Jean McNeil for their delicious desserts 
of lemon pound cake & chocolate chip 
cookies.  
            Awards and gifts (BCAT gym / 
travel bags) were given to specially rec-
ognized volunteers in various categories, 
ranging from some veteran volunteers to 
those who are newer on the scene and 
who have displayed genuine enthusiasm.  
The two special awards we present annu-
ally are the BCAT Student Grant that 
goes to a graduating senior and the Vol-
unteer of the Year.   
            Dan Farrell was the recipient of 
the Student Grant.�He has been with us 
since middle school.  His involvement 

with BCAT is di-
verse and includes 
his roll as student 
advisor for the 
Video Voyager 
program, director 
and crew for nu-
merous BCAT pro-
grams, the Redd 
Sock Show, Red 

Devil Weekly and Sports Call to name a 
few, and volunteering to work on the 
BCAT bulletin board announcements.  
He is always willing to help when called 
for crew and has helped BCAT with BHS 
Sports coverage and numerous specials.  
In the fall Dan will be attending The New 
England Institute of Art for Digital Media 
Production. We wish him the best of 
luck! 
            Sally Willard was named 2004 
Volunteer of the Year.  If you’ve been 
involved with BCAT the past couple of 
years, well then there’s a good chance 

(Continued on page 6) 
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Public          
COMCAST 9 

RCN 3 
 

Government    
COMCAST 10 

RCN 15 
 

Education 
COMCAST 22 

RCN 13 
 

The BCAT Board of Directors has 
recently undergone some changes. 
Long time board member Ed Hast-
ings resigned from the BCAT Board 
of Directors, due to other obligations 
taking his time and energy.  Ed has 
contributed a countless number of 
hours to BCAT in his role as BCAT 
Board Member.  He sat on multiple 
subcommittees, offered new ideas 
and information on a continual basis, 
and contributed actively as a volun-
teer in any way asked.  If there was a 
way Ed could help BCAT he would.  
He was a solid support to both the 
staff and other board members, and I 
would like to take this opportunity to 
sincerely thank Ed for all of his ef-
forts and contributions as a BCAT 
board member.  I’m  pleased to say 
that Ed will remain active with 
BCAT and continue to volunteer his 
time on a regular basis, as his sched-
ule allows. 

bringing to our active and harmoni-
ous Board of Directors.  I again 
would like to thank Ed Hastings for 
his years of service as a board mem-
ber and look forward to his continued 
involvement with us.  
      

                         *** 

             I’m also pleased to announce 
that active BCAT volunteer, Sally 
Willard has been appointed, unani-
mously, to the vacant seat.  She has 
been an advocate of Burlington Cable 
Access Television for the past several 
years.  She is involved in many areas 
as a volunteer including producing 
several of her own programs, serving 
as crew for BCAT special productions 
and for other volunteers.  She is a 
member of the Cable Advisory Com-
mittee, currently under negotiations 
with Comcast.  Sally Willard is also a 
Town Meeting Member and active 
member of the BBRT. 

             The board also voted to create 
an alternate seat at our last board 
meeting.  Jason Lord, the TV Produc-
tion teacher at the Burlington High 
School also submitted a letter of inter-
est to fill the vacated board position.  
The board has appointed him to the 
newly created alternate position.  He 
would like to become more involved 
in the community and bring some 
new, fresh ideas to BCAT, including a 
focus of how to engage and involve 
the younger population with BCAT 
and all that we have to offer. 
             I look forward to working 
with our two new board members and 
I’m excited about their fresh ideas and 
their unique expertise that they are 

���������	�$��%��������
����&�'�
�(��	  

)������������	�$��%���������������	�

���������
�����*�#���������������	�
$��%���+	�,�'��
-'�



�
������

 

For information about volunteer 
opportunities, equipment check-out 
policies, or BCAT classes please give 
us a call at 781 - 273 - 5922 or check   

                             out our website at  www.BCATtv.org 
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Contract Renewal 
 
There has been little ac-
tivity in contract nego-
tiations with Comcast 
since the last Newsletter.  
             Now, in the forefront is  
Verizon.  Verizon has been very busy 
in Burlington installing fiber optic 
transmission line all over Town. 
Once a cable television license is 
consummated it is highly probable 

that Verizon will be 
delivering TV pictures 
via fiber optic right 
into your home. Digital 
transmission of wide- 
screen high definition 
television via fiber will 
open a new era in 
home entertainment. 

            The office areas 
have been upgraded 
with new Dell com-
puters and flat screen 
monitors. They are run-
ning XP professional 
and have more than adequate horse-
power to handle all our graphics ap-
plications. 
            And finally we have up-

graded our portable cam-
corder light battery packs. 
New battery technology 
has resulted in higher ca-

pacity, more reliability and less tem-
peramental charging / discharging  
requirements. 

                        *** 

Equipment 
 

             The last few months have 
been spent specifying, ordering and 
installing three Sony digital studio 
camera systems.  The results have 
been most gratifying. In contrast with 
our previous 1/2 inch cameras, the 
new cameras are 2/3 inch providing a 
significant improvement in resolution, 
as well increased sensitivity, dynamic 
range, color and skin tone fidelity. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
              In addition to new 
cameras, a new intercom 
system has been installed. 
Headset plug in stations 
have been provided in sev-
eral locations in the studio.  
In addition, the studio con-
trol room now has four 
plug in stations and there is 
even a station in the recep-
tion room which will be 
used during cablecasts of 
The Santa Show and The 
BCSF Telethon. 
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             This year it seems we went 
directly from winter to summer.  Do 
not pass go, do not collect May 
flowers.  It’s straight 
from parkas to suntan 
lotion.  Is there a good 
reason for bypassing 
spring?  Of course 
there is!  All the stuff 
going on this summer at BCAT . . .  
             First off we get the summer 
rocking with a rock concert on 
Town Common.  Rocco DeRosa 
was back in town with his band  
Alter Ego on June 23rd.  If you 
caught the band at the gazebo this 
was your last chance to catch them 
in Burlington for awhile.  After the 
gazebo thing they were off to Ava-
lon in Boston for the ‘Battle of the 
Bands,’ and after that they are hop-
ping across the pond for a tour in 
Europe.  If you missed the band on 
the Common on the 23rd you’ll still 
be able catch Alter Ego’s perform-
ance on the BCAT public channel.   
             Throughout the summer, 
other regular bands will be on the 
Common along with some new 
faces and acts, as Concerts on the 
Common start up again.  Every 
Tuesday evening Derek will be 
down there with the BCAT van.  So 
if you’re down there enjoying the 
tunes poke your head and say “Hi” 
to the gang . . . and if you’d like to 

make them come to life.  So plan 
your summer escape and join us at 
this year’s camp August 15th—
August 19th.  Pre-registration is ab-
solutely required so please call now 
to sign up.  Call 781—273—5922 
and ask for myself or Derek.   
             Another Recreation Depart-
ment event you will be able to catch 
on BCAT is Burlington Prideday.  
BCAT will be there & of course there 
will be a show to highlight the day.  
You could be interviewed by the field 
crew putting together the documen-
tary on the day or you could head 
over to the BCAT’s section on the 
Common and visit the 
Production Van.  We’ll 
be glad to show you all 
the cool things we have 
and if you’re lucky,  
you just may catch yourself on TV. 
             All throughout the summer 
there will be lots of production op-
portunities with events like those 
listed, or some of you may want to do 
your own productions of events like 
Truck Day, summer sports, or the po-
lice department’s annual National 
Night Out.  If you would like to see 
some of these activities on TV why 
not come to BCAT and we’ll show 
you how to use the field equipment 
needed to cover such events.  We’ll 
even go one better and show you how 
to edit the things you have shot and 
add graphics and cool effects.  And 
why is that better you ask, well sim-
ply put, BCAT is Air Conditioned! 
             So this summer be sure to 
stop in to the studio 
for a tour, or say 
“Hi” to any field 
crews you see out 
and about.  You’ll 
be glad you did.  

                          ***  

be a part of ‘the gang’ this summer 
give Derek a call at 781-273-5922.   
             Concerts on the Common, as 
you know, are sponsored by the Bur-
lington Recreation Department.  And 
since it’s summer you will get a 
chance to catch up on more Rec. 
Dept. happenings every Friday when 
the Rec. Review returns to BNEWS 
Weekly.  Brendan Egan and Paul 
Ganley will visit one or more Rec. 
Dept. activities throughout the sum-
mer, interviewing camp counselors, 
volunteers and of course the kids, in 
order to let us all know 
and let us know what’s 
going on in Burlington 
and beyond. 
             Another upcoming summer 
event is the 11th annual Carole Clas-
sic.  This final installment of the 
popular event will be taking place at 
Burlington High School’s Varsity 
Field in July.  BCAT will be there 
with the van to see the senior stars 
from this year’s Middlesex League 
Championship.  The Burlington Red 
Devils are joined by the Tanners of 
Woburn, the Stoneham Spartans, Lex-
ington Minutemen, Watertown Raid-
ers, Reading Rockets, Wakefield 
Warriors, Belmont Marauders, and 
Melrose Red Raiders as old rivals be-
come teammates to take on the best 
the Merrimack Valley Conference has 
to offer.  As always all the money 
raised goes to Camp Carole—an or-
ganization that provides unique op-
portunities and a safe haven for young 
people with cancer. 
             Another upcoming event at 
BCAT — Video Vacation Camp.  A 
fun, week long, hands-on program for 
middle schoolers that teaches the ba-
sics of video production by coming up 
with creative skits and using field 
cameras, the van and the studio to 
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skit. The premise behind the piece is 
that the kids are being chased 
through the hallways by the ghosts 
from the classic Pac Man video 
game. David’s biggest challenge 
with this skit was in learning to use 
“keyframes” - the moving a clip of 
video frame by frame in order to 
animate the drawn 
ghosts and make them 
interact with the ac-
tors and scenery.  
             Other feats of 
creativity you will see 
in this years extravaganza include 
Sachin Massey’s talking vending 
machine, Jed Ferguson’s moral ex-
plorations on the options of return-
ing lost goods or keeping them for 
himself, and Kevin Parker’s 
‘advertisement’ for fine sparkling 
water imported from 
Sweden. These are 
just a few of the 
many skits you’ll 
see if you tune into 
the most recent installment of the  
Video Voyagers Extravaganza.  
Check out our website at  
www.BCATtv.org for show dates 
and times in the early part of the 
Summer!            

*** 
 

When I first looked at 
the 2001 Video Voy-
ager Extravaganza, I 
remember how im-
pressed I was by the 
creativity those kids 

exhibited. Then, as I got to know that 
group better, I learned about their 
sense of pride in completing the task 
of creating a final product, including 
all the editing that takes place. During 
the following couple of seasons of 
Video Voyagers there were some 
changes, there was less interest on the 
post-production aspect. The prospect 
of sitting in an edit room quietly piec-
ing together a skit didn’t appeal to the 
kids as much.     This suited me just 
fine as I had a blast doing my part in 
editing those skits, and by the time the 
2002—2003 Video Voyager Extrava-
ganza was done, it was a sharp-
looking collection of projects. But it 
was really difficult to honestly de-
scribe that season’s extravaganza as 
truly “youth produced.” The kids had 
fun with the cameras, but the final 
product was largely due to the efforts 
of the BCAT staff.  We decided for 
the current season that needed to 
change.  
             This year’s Video Voyager 

Extravaganza is going to be like 
none other. The Video Voyagers 
have taken more of a hands-on ap-
proach to the finished product than 
ever in the past. For the first time 
since I’ve been at BCAT, these 
kids realize that the project is only 
half finished when the final shot is 
recorded, and they are going that 
extra mile to come in on their own 
time to finish the work.   
            At BCAT, our Final Cut 
Pro editing suites are available for 
use by volunteers editors who have 
taken a class and passed a test certi-
fying them to use our non-linear edit-
ing system. Of the 20 members of 
the Video Voyagers, a full half have 
gone the extra mile to take the class 
and pass the test. It is not an unfamil-
iar sight to find one of the kids holed 
up in one of our suites piecing to-
gether the latest Wednesday project.  
            Chris Flaherty, an eighth 
grader in his third season as a Video 
Voyager, has taken on much of the 
load of this year’s editing. Never one 
to turn from a challenge, Chris has 
been willing to go through the hard 
drive in the edit room in search of 
unfinished projects. As one of his 
first editing projects, Chris teamed 
up with Jed Ferguson to edit the  
Killer Book skit, which opened up 
the world of special effects and styl-
ized looks. As the 
final weeks to the 
end of the year ap-
proach, Chris has 
been a  
fixture at BCAT ty-
ing up some of our loose ends for the 
Extravaganza. 
            Speaking of challenges, 
David Murray took on one of the 
bigger projects in Video Voyager 
history with the Pac Man Hallway 
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(Continued from page 1) 

that you’ve run into Sally.  She 
started with BCAT to produce one 
program and then became “hooked.”  
She became the producer of three 
other programs, has produced many 
specials and has been available to 
crew for other producers and for 
BCAT specials.  We wanted to thank 
Sally for her broad involvement with 
BCAT that reached far beyond the 
production of her own programs.  I’m 
also glad to say that her involvement 
is only going to grow or perhaps shift 
now that she has accepted a seat on 
the Board of Directors. You can read 
more about her involvement on the 
BCAT board in the President’s re-
port. 
            We also showed a nice year 
in review video put together by Pro-
duction Coordinator Derek Blakeman 
that highlighted the series and spe-
cials produced in the past year.  It 
was a dynamic year with a lot a great 
programming to be proud of. 
     

***  
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As knowledge of 
BCAT grows in the 
community and 

more producers and 
crews join our family 

of volunteers and program 
makers, we the staff continue to 
strive toward encouraging profes-
sionalism in media. This means we 
not only teach our volunteers how to 
use cameras properly, create graph-
ics, edit programs, and direct studio 
shows, but we also teach concepts 
and practical applications behind all 
of these tasks.  In fact, many of our 
younger volunteers have gone on to 
study communications and media re-
lated fields in college with a lot of 
information already under their belts. 
And some of our older volunteers 
have found BCAT to be an excellent 
resource when it comes to changing 
career tracks.     
             In keeping with the tradition 
of raising our standards of quality in 
all BCAT and volunteer produced 
productions, we’ve added classes in 
studio set design and lighting to the 
already broad mix of production con-
cepts and applications you can learn 
here. Our feeling is that by focusing 
on more of the basics, such as how a 
program looks from the floor to the 
camera lens, the more seriously con-
cepts and ideas presented in these 
shows will be taken.  And of course 
good lighting is one of the main keys 
to any solid, quality production.   
             One of the ways we are help-
ing new and veteran producers im-
prove the looks of their shows is by 
creating the BCAT Set Design Book.  
The book is currently on the book-
shelf in our producer’s lounge and is 
filled with set design terminology 
and definitions; pictures and descrip-
tions of set furniture; set examples, 

and a props list.  In the very near fu-
ture in-depth information on the  pro-
ducer grant will also be found in the 
book.  The BCAT Set Design Book 
was created in order to give producers 
easier access to basic set design infor-
mation and give a more well-rounded 
idea of what BCAT has to offer in 
terms of props and furniture without 
having to pull everything we have out 
of storage.  It is a good first reference 
tool for anyone thinking about creat-
ing a program in our studio.   
             Another way we are helping 
producers improve the looks of pro-
ductions is through creation of the 
BCAT Producer Grant Program.  The 
grant program was set up to allow 
producers to think outside the box of 
what might be found in the BCAT Set 
Design Book.  For example a pro-
ducer creating a show on household 
hints and tips may want a white picket 
fence as part of his/her set.  If we 
don’t have the materials on hand for 
the producer to make one, then he or 
she may want to apply for a producer  

grant in order to get the materials 
needed—or have one built.  Producers 
can apply for funds (up to $100 per 
year, per show) in order to purchase 
such materials.  If we don’t have 
something specific that you feel you 
need to make your show the best it 
can be then the Producer Grant may 
be an option for you to look into.  

    In order to utilize funds in the 
Producer Grant program a vol-
unteer must meet a few simple 
criteria and take one of the Set 
Design or Lighting Design 

classes offered by the BCAT staff dur-
ing the year.  We are looking for a 
strong commitment from our produc-
ers to make their shows look the best 
they can, and for our part we are doing 
our best to open all the doors we can 
to creativity and imagination.  We are 
working to make the jobs of designing 
sets, and learning lighting a little eas-
ier for everyone.   
              We offered a Studio Set De-
sign class in May, and I am planning a 
four hour hands-on studio lighting 
workshop for Saturday, July 9th.  This 
specific class is for experienced pro-
ducers and/or their crew members 
only. (Please do not plan to attend 
this workshop if you are afraid of 
heights, have any problems climbing 
ladders, or are under 13 years of age.) 
Pre-registration for this workshop is 
required, so of you have any interest 
or would like more information please 
give me a call at 781—273—5922. 
           Also, keep an eye on our web-
site for more class offerings in the fall. 

 
 

*** 
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