It was clear that once Richie
started to get involved, he was going to
look for new ways to grow and develop
his talent. "Each time I've learned things
to improve on my editing and other ways
to set up my shots, and so each time | feel
that the production of my programs has
gone up in value and quality, and then |
went into having my own show, and that
was part of an ego thing to be honest with
you. | mean who doesn't want to be on
TV, | think that's what everyone aspires to
be. Ithink that's going really well too.
Each time it's getting better, and the guest

Richie Sarno oBCAT Producer Spotlight
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list keeps growing, so it's been a lot of

I recently had the opportunity to sit fun.” stated Sarno.
down with Richie Sarno, producer and host of Richie is not only the producer
Turntable. Not only is Richie an accomplishedof Turntable but he's the host as well,
producer with a series of his own, but he is  which presents an entirely different set of
also now an award winning producer. I'm  challenges. Richie explains how the ex-
pleased to announce that Richie's special properience has been for him. “I learned
duction ofSoul Cookin’ Peanut Man: The Life from one of my early shows that you
and Music of Little Joe Coakon 2nd place  really have to prepare before hand. | was
for excellence in a documentary with the an- running out of time on one of my guests,
nual video festival presented by Northeast Reand it's like I'll just wing it when | get in
gional Alliance for Community Media. Con- there, and you know what? That doesn't
gratulations Richie! work, and it shows. | was sitting there

Richie Sarno first discovered an intefumbling trying to make up time. So for a
est with access television through long time half hour show it's a lot of preparation. |
access television producer Joe Vigelone, the have to do a lot of research on the guests
host and producer &fisual Radio Having the that | have. When | had Holly Harris,
opportunity to help with one of Joe's produc- who's a DJ with WBOS radio, we talked
tions, Richie fell in love with access televisionabout Blues. Now I like a lot of music, |
After that experience at an area access centelike doop, and motown, and so on, but |
Richie noticed that BCAT was offering classesvas never really a big Blues fan. So | had
through the Rec. Department. He decided toto go to the library and do a lot of re-
take a chance, take some classes to see howsearch and study and look up things about
would do with it. "Then | volunteered”, Sarncher and the history of blues. | would be
recalls, "and after learning Final Cut, set de- driving in my car rehearsing what we
sign, and some other things, | figured here's were going to be talking about. And if
my opportunity to see if | really could do whatyou don't do that it's going to show and
| think I could.” "Then | made plans for my  you're going to look a little silly. So, I
first production which wadohn O'Neil: Por-  mean there's a lot planning before hand
trait of a Cabaret Singer (Continued on page 6)




Having enjoyed a
wonderful time here
in Burlington during
the summer, and
among other things
having made such
great friends at
BCAT, | thought what better than to
come back and spend a little more time
with the BCAT crew and experience a
New Englandand my first)White
Christmas. Cities in Australia never hay
snow so | was very interested to see h¢
a town goes about it's business blan-
keted in the white cold stuff. Also, the
pictures on the Christ-
mas cards would now
match what | would se
outside. Santa Claus
with his trousers rollec
up, catching a wave ol
a surfboard never
really made sense.

So once again
| boarded one of the finest flying ma-
chines to come out of Everett, WA and
crossed the big pudd{the Pacific
Clean)and the continental US to land a
Logan Airport one week before Christ-
mas. Once again | was warmly greetec
and soon found myself toddling over to
the BCAT studios.

Now | don’t want to make it
appear as if it's all ‘beer and skittles,’
the daily road to BCAT is not an easy
one! Riding a bike in the summer’s he:
and humidity and trudging through win-
ter’s snow and slush is a real test of en
durance! That is until BCAT's one and
only Cory McNeil came to the rescue ir
his trusty Oldsmobile Delta 88, giving
me rides to the station for which I am
exceedingly gratefuland for the coffee
and donut detours).

Easily and by far and away thi
best part of being at BCAT is the BCAT
staff - Jen, Tricia, Cory, Tia, and Dick
have been wonderful to work with, they
have been constantly supportive and e
couraging and challenging me with nev
tasks to take on around the station. |
think they are now almost used to my
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accent and the miscommunication seen
to be subsiding. As much as we Austra-f
lians are enlightened in regards to
American culture through your televi-
sion programs, there are still a few i
words and sayings that are peculiar to u
folk down under...right Jen??
No Worries!!

During this visit | have had the
opportunity to further develop skills in
the editing of video shows. After a gru-
eling certification test ofrinal Cut Prg
| was unleashed on the world of video
editing. My first assignment being a Ro-
tary meeting. What | have really enjoyed
the most about this kind of work is the
scope to be creative and to try new
things. The only limit is time. | could
spend all day on the feature rich video on the tape and a plethora of other little
editing software packages available at unforeseen events that can detract from
BCAT. delivering the perfect visual experience.

One of my favorite times of the In conjunction with the day to
day at BCAT has been day workings of the station, some lively
the morning coffee discussions occurred between manage-
meeting. After having ment and yours truly around the virtues
completed ‘the coffee of one particular national program but
run’ all staff members predominantly about the merits and mo-
that are on deck will tivations of its host — it has been wonder-
congregate in the ful to have been part of an open, frank,
kitchen area and discuss BCAT businegsassionate, energetic and stimulating
Sometimes the subjects may be extracuree flow of ideas around the topic and to
ricula, but mostly this is where the big explore differing points of view. The
decisions regarding the running of the discussion brought in many other points
station are made!! Well this is what | of view from unsuspecting passers-by at
was led to believe, there is a rumor thatthe station adding to the collective wis-
formal staff meetings are also conductedom being trained on the matter. At one
from time to time but that they don’t point documentary evidence was tabled
contribute anything essential to the run-in an attempt to demonstrate the value of
ning of BCAT. the program and its host. The ‘battle’

Without doubt the best and  raged over two consecutive days with
most indelible lesson I've learned at  continuous volleys of point and counter-
BCAT in the production of an interview point being exchanged. I think it would
or news item is that there is no such  be fair to say that the opposing parties
thing as ‘too much B-roll. In tryingto arrived at a point of an uneasy yet cor-
edit together a story it's dial cease-fire, agreeing to disagree yet
wise to have as much with a new found respect for the contra-
footage as possible. Thedictory point of view.

i reason for this is so that Of course not everything at

¥ you can cover camera BCAT is centered around the glamorous
shakes, being out of life of television, rubbing shoulders with

focus, people wandering in front of the Burlington celebrities, the makeup, the

camera, bumping the camera, drop out (Continued on page 3)
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BCAT EDIT SUITES the audio. In contrast, the computer us Verizon, being a telephone com-
a high quality system, a good represen: pany, does things quite differently from
Our three edit tion of the audio. Often, a person using¢ cable television companies. In the case
suites were in- the editor would listen to the computer of Comcast and RCN, we convert the

stalled at different audio but look at the monitor video. Du audio and video signals (baseband A-V)
times. As aresult tothe processing time in the computer, to a combined high frequency RF (radio

there were incon- the computer audio lags th-~ i & frequency) signal (broadband in today’s

sistencies in the monitor audio by about on jargon). Then the three BCAT channels,

configuration of the audio monitoring or two frames. This caused each at a different frequency, are mixed

systems. In addition, two of the three confusion and some opera together and the combined signal is con-

edit suites have some consumer equiptors would “correct” the delay by offset- verted to visible light by a laser

ment as part of the edit system. Con- ting the audio. The result was a final transcoder system. At this point the laser

sumer equipment is very limited in edited tape with offset audio. All this is beam enters a glass fiber strand for trans-

adaptability to interconnect with broad-history. The several programming mission to the system head end. In the

cast equipment thus requiring some- sources now feed into the same amplifi case of Verizon, the baseband A-V signal

what less than ideal interconnection and speaker system through a small  is converted directly to a digital signal

configurations. Now that the third, andmixer. Now the operator can select and transmitted to their head end via fi-

probably the final, edit suite is in place which audio plays through the high qua ber. This might sound simplistic how-

all three audio systems were reconfig- ity system and there is no reason to ever the equipment required to do this

ured to provide improved and identicalwatch video on one monitor and listen 1 easily occupies more than 20 times the

audio monitoring systems. the audio from a different source. space of the Comcast/RCN equipment
The edit suites can inpit and, in addition, has some

programming from several E VERIZON ON THE HORIZON unique input power re-

sources such as DVD, VHS quirements. During our

tape and MINI DVD tape. Contract negotiations upcoming meeting with

Each source had its own au are progressing. We Verizon engineering we

and speaker system. Some = are now at the point Wwill be dealing with several installation
sources used the loudspeaker Verlzon where we are dis-  issues, not the least of which is getting

in their monitors which pro- cussing Verizon’s  the fiber pulled, in one piece — no splices,
vided a very poor representa- support of BCAT and the I-NET. Very from Arlington Road Extension to BCAT
tion of the actual audio. This ' shortly we will consult with a Verizon =~ master control, about a 3500 foot pull.
resulted in frequent erroneou: ' video engineer regarding the connectio

judgments as to the quality of of BCAT to the Verizon network. *xk

(Continued from page 2) tiations. | was fortunate to do a short spend some more time with my ‘buddies’

lights, the paparazzi, no somebody ha: interview with Dick demonstrating one whom I'd like to thank for their wonder-
to do the filing, prepare schedules, set of his favorite toys, the Van de Graff  ful support and friendship. I'd like to

up the studio, pack up the studio, and Generator. The generator does a tour wish them and the station all the best for
the dreaded tape libraries. | must say the schools giving students an impress the future and given we share the same
have enjoyed a share of the BCAT display and teaching them some cool s planet hope that our paths may cross
housekeeping duties, all for the greate ence. I've always found Dick fascinatiniagain some day.

good of the station, and ultimately to talk to with an amazing depth and Hooroo...
BCAT viewers. breadth of knowledge that he has gath-
It's impossible to think of ered over the years.

BCAT without thinking of Dick So in summary, it's again beel
Linder - BCAT’s station engineer. Dicl a wonderful time for me these last six
is the wizard behind all the technology weeks. I've enjoyed myself immensely
that keeps BCAT on the air, but that's learnt a few things along the way and
not all. I've seen that his role goes be- hopefully been able to make myself use  (Australian for ‘See You Later ....")
yond technology. Dick is not afraid to ful around the place. For me, the high-

get his hands dirty in politics and nego light of my time at BCAT has been to *kk
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There are many ways to bunch of scenery around his town for the_iveType. All it

improve the look and  opener of his shoMeighborhood Chef takes is a little crea-

production quality of Richie Sarno’sTurntableuses a design tive thinking and the

your show. Many facets from Live Type mixed in withrinal Cut  drive to make it hap-

contribute to the overall Pro to bring the show to life. Although apen. For anybody

appearance or style of more advanced method, it may be just interested in learning

your show. The use of what you are looking for to give your  to use a field camera
graphics is a simple way to make your show the flare it needs. or any of the software mentioned in this
show more eye catching. Graphics ca It's nice to refresh your produc-article, workshops are available and
be quite simple and look extremely ele tion regardless of how long it's been on listed on page 6 of this newsletter. You
gant. The main idea is to create a look the air. Take one of our own shows - can also see a detailed listing of the
or style for your show. One way to do BNEWS Weeklyas been on the air for classes we offer on our website at
this is to make sure that all the graphic many years now and, although the openemvw.BCATtv.org. Give us a call or
used throughout match. Color and font and the graphics are done well, and lookcome on by! See you next time when |
coordinating is a simple way to increas good, they were done about seven yearswill talk about the importance of audio
the look and consistency of your produ ago and you can tell. | use this as an exand music in your production!
tion. If you use Times New Roman for ample because we are indeed in the proc- *kk
in red with a black outline on a blue  ess of redoing the intro and all the graph-
background for your opening title, then ics to give it a fresh new look for the fu-
use that same font and color combinat ture. | hate to say it but, | watch a lot of
for your lower thirds, credits and any one hour shows on the WB and CBS, an
other graphic that is used. they are always changing their show 4 C

Another way of adding to the openers. They always add new video ‘ Ut B AT

look of your production is to incorporat clips from more current episodes or add
a logo into your show to create a sensting people to the opener that were only
of familiarity. People recognize the log mentioned as guest stars. Keeping your|

and they know what show it they are  show current is a good way to keep peo-
watching. Turning your logo into a bug ple interested. Be bold, change up your . .
that is displayed in the bottom right hat opener add some new pictures, maybe For mformat'(-)n
corner of the screen is a simple way to _change the music or the_font, and then g abOUt WOI‘kShOpS in
let viewers know what show they are in and change the graphics to match. W| -
tuned into even if they already have some shows that have mor F|na| Cut Pl‘(_)
miss the beginning. An recently refreshed their loopen for
example would be to turn Discussiorfor one, changed the show AdObe PhOtOShOp
on any main channel like opener and graphics for 2005, and possi]
Fox or NBC and you will bly again for 2006? We’ll have to wait AdObe I||UStrator
see the network logo at and see. Adobe After Effects
the bottom and you will
know what channel you are watching We have all the resources you or
whether you know what show itis or need to bring your ideas to life. Frdfi ;
not. nal Cut Pro to Adobe Photoshopor leeType

There are other ways to bring Please Call the
more professional look to your produc- .
tion. We have a number of shows whe BCAT Studio at
the producer combined the use of grag _ _
ics with video and created a show 781 273 592@[‘
opener. They took out a camera, shot check out our
bunch of footage and then using one o _
our editing systems consistingkihal website at
Cut Pro and/oLLiveType edited it to-
gether. Take Jimmy Duggan for exam WWW. BCATtV Org
ple, he took his camera out and shot a
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“How hard is it to
get a sporting
event covered on

production are endless.
And at the farthest and most dif-
ficult end of the spectrum you can pro-

&(0 +

Now how does one get started
producing a sporting event to air on
BCAT? Take a class, because without

Burlington Cable
Access Televi-
sion? you ask.
Well we answer -

duce an event similar to BCAT’s produc-the equipment you’re just a spectator.

tion of the Burlington High School Foot- Right now we are offering sev-
ball games. That means hooking up witheral classes specific to covering sport-
a staff member, learning to use the BCAThg events. Give us a call to schedule

“Its as easy or as Van, getting crew for multiple cameras,
hard as you want it getting multiple announcers, one to do
to be.” On one color commentary, while the other com-
end of the spec- mentates on the game. Learning how to
trum, you take an
hour long class on
how to operate a
BCAT field camera;
you go shoot the
event; you bring us
back the tape; tell us
the score; we’'ll edit on beginning and
end credits, and POOF! It's coverage (
a sporting event to air on our Educatior
channel(Comcast 22r RCN 13)

In the middle of the spectrum
more than just your taking the hour long
class on how to operate a BCAT field
camera, when you go shoot the event.
You find someone to be an announcer
commentate the event. Announcers ad
an extra dimension to your production
that makes it much better than it would adding in Slow-Motion replays, maybe
be without it. you bring us back the setting up Pre and Post game analysis
tape, and then you start adding on to tt conversations, prepackaged interviews,

eye-catching graphics. Maybe having
sideline reporters giving updates to the
main announcers during the game ...

edit in live score updates with impressive

the one that best fits your needs.

Basic Camcorder Sports Coverage
Wednesday, April 5th 7:00p - 9:00p

Lessons in Sports Announcing
Thursday, April 20th  7:00p - 9:00p

BCAT Sports Post-Production
Thursday, April 27th 7:00p - 9:00p

And if you want to continue
on with your sports coverage education
there are a list of classes on page 6 of
this newsletter you may be interested in
checking out. Classes on creating
graphics, classes on editing, classes on
producing in the studi@for those pre
and post game commentary showasd
more. Just check out page 6, sign up
for a class, learn some of the tricks of
the trade and have fun . . . See you
then!

*k%k

things you learn, like how to create
graphics on Compix, and how to edit in

the listgoeson andon . ..
Now obviously, the first type of

and update the score as the game pro- coverage | have put forth here is the easi
gresses. During this phase you could est and least time consuming. Many of
also learn how to do announcing either the volunteers who have covered events
during the game or after the fact, or ho\ to air on BCAT have started out as par-
to add music, do field interviews with  ents doing just that, but once the basics
players and coaches — the list of produr are mastered, well friends

tion elements that could be added to ar or fellow parents get in-

volved, and the next thing

you know there is another

parent on the sidelines an-

nouncing the game. Then

sometimes a player or inter-

ested spectator, like maybe the sibling of
a player, decides they would like to get
involved and see score updates through-
out the game. So that person comes intg
BCAT learn how to do graphics, and the
list of those involved expands . . .

Public
COMCAST 9
RCN 3

Government
COMCAST 10
RCN 15

Education
COMCAST 22
RCN 13
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If you are interested in any of the classes listed belopease visit our website at www.BCATtv.org or give ua call for
a complete description. We are open 10am to 10pm, MondayrthFriday and 10am to 4pm on Saturday. Please sig
up for a class at least one week in advance. Classes afgject to cancellation if there is low enroliment.

For information or to sign up please call 781—273—5922.

BCAT Camcorder Basics

Grade 9 to Adult

Tuesday, March 21st 2:00p - 3:30p
Thursday, April 6th Noon - 1:30p
Limit 10 per class

BCAT Studio Lighting Basics

Ages 12 & up

Saturday, April 22nd Noon - 4:00p
Saturday, May 20th  Noon - 4:00p
Limit 10 per class

Must be able to climb a ladder
BCAT Camcorder Advanced

Ages 16 & Up

Tuesday, April 11th  6:30p - 8:00p
Saturday, May 13th  2:00p - 3:30p
Thursday, May 25th  Noon - 1:30p
Limit 6 per class

Pre-requisite: Camcorder Basics

BCAT Final Cut Pro HD Editing
Grade 6 to Adult

Saturday, March 18th  2:00p - 4:00p
Tuesday, April 25th  6:30p - 8:30p
Limit 3 per class

BCAT Intro to Photoshop CS2
Grade 6 to Adult

Thursday, April 6th  7:00p - 8:30p
Thursday, May 4th  7:00p - 8:30p
Limit 4 per class

BCAT Studio Basics

Grade 9 to Adult

Saturday, April 8th  1:00p - 3:00p
Thursday, May 18th Noon - 2:00p
Limit 10 per class

BCAT Intro to lllustrator CS2

Grade 6 to Adult

Saturday, March 25th 2:00p - 4:00p
Limit 4 per class

BCAT Intro to Adobe After Effects
Grade 6 to Adult
These classes are scheduled on an igdi-

vidual basis with BCAT Staff & last

approximately 2 hours.
Pre-requisite: Photoshop Basics and
Final Cut Pro Editing

(Continued from page 1)
and you have to have that all worked gram. | mean that took a year in the
out before you step in front of the cam making, not every single day, there

era."

dertaking. "That was a pain staking pro "Meeting everyone that works here.
Whether they are the host of their shows

like Arlene and Virginia Mooney, won-

would be months | didn't touch it, and  derful, wonderful people, and meeting

He has actively volunteered ¢ then I'd go back and do other footage ot Joan Rolfe, Linda McNamee, Eileen
crew for both BCAT productions and t the interviews with him, then | would re- Sickler, Sally Willard, | mean just great

assist other volunteers with their pro- plan what I'm going to do, then | went

people to work with, so it's fun to come

ductions. He has also produced sevel back and shot some more footage and (in. In fact when | did my program on
specials , many of which were unique, some still images. But it was a long, lor Little Joe Cook, Phil Gallagher was kind
creative and of high production quality time, a lot of editing. It was well worth it enough to do the narration of it, arguably
One of Richie's earlier special produc- in the end, but I'm not eager to take on he was the best voice for the job. And
tions was very touching and served as another big project like that again. | ha\ that's what | like about it, it feels com-

personal message for him as well.

one in mind, but I'm going to save that fortable to come in here, | feel like it's

Richie recalls that as his favorite mo- for at least a few more months.” Sarno part of a home, that I'm a part of, even
ment. "You couldn't get any more per recalls Little Joe Cooks response to the though I don' t work for BCAT, | feel
sonal than that. He (my father) passe project. "It was a proud moment becau: like I'm part of BCAT. “

away 12 years ago, he was an artist a | went to Little Joe Cook’'s home and we
did some beautiful watercolor paint- watched it together after it was done",

Richie’s final words... “l would

encourage people that if they have inter-

ings, but he also suffered from depres Sarno explains, "after it was finished he est to take advantage of it. I've seen

sion as a result of World War Il and sc just reached over and gave me big hug other access stations and BCAT is one of
that was the second show that | actua and said "Thank you, thank you! What the finest ones and they have a lot to of-
did. And so yeah, that will always be great job! and | couldn't have gotten a fer, and so if it's something you're inter-
deep in my heart because of how touc greater compliment than to have him dc ested in doing, here's an opportunity

ing and personal of a tribute it was to that.”
him."

Richie’s award winnirigttle ~ production work and finds BCAT to be &
Joe Cookwas another special project, creative outlet, he says that the people .
that was very complex and a huge un- his favorite part of being involved.

that's available to Burlington residents
As much as Richie enjoys his and | think they should take it.”

*k%k
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The Oscars have come our Video Voyager & High School programs.; volunteers and viewers get to be the
and gone, but TV's newest award This year’s gala open house evi judge. Below you will find a list of se-

ceremony is coming soon! Bur- is putting on a new face with new a new ries and specials from 2005, along with
lington Cable Access Television |00k,_ new appreciation categories, new & a voter form where you can pick your
is proud to announcEhe2006  preciation awards, and lots of new faces favorites. Just fill out the form and

BCAT Open House and Appreciathe stage. _ mail it back to us before March 31st.
tion Award Ceremonyn our studio on, ~ We will have a Master of Cere- Voter forms can also be picked up in
Wed., April 19th at 8pm. monies, several presenters, video clips person at our studio located in Burling-

Save the date because the BCA®M the year 2005, our traditional Volun ton High School, or found on our web-
Board of Directors and staff invite you, teer of the Year and Student Grant awar: site at www.BCATtv.org.

your family, and your friends to visit our categories, and so much more . . . So let your voice be heard and
facility, enjoy finger foods provided by _ One_of our new catego- vote.
our local sponsors, and participate in ouries this year i¥he Viewer’s Kk

fundraising raffle (proceeds will go toward Choice Awardwhere you the

%4 " "G 44 2337

BCAT SERIES 2005 - St. Malachy’s Sunday Service - BHS Band Retro 2000 - 2005 - India Republic Day 2005
- BBRT Talk - The Something Show - BHS Italian: The Two Good for - Kids That Care: Tsunami Relief
- Simply Well Nothings - LOVE: A Football Documentary of
- Beneath The Surface - Sportscall - BHS Microsoft Office Videos the 2004 Championship Season
- The Burlington Coin Show - Sports Thru My Eyes '04-'05 - Munchkin Bowl X
. COA/BSC_O ) - Steve Nugent's Karate at Home - BHS Senior Retro 2005 - The Poetry of Paul Sahagian Il
- Conservative View - These Olde Farts - BHSA Ice Show 2005 - The Rolling Stones at Fenway
- Entrepreneur's Corner - Tuntable - Burlington Men’s Basketball - Rotary Lunch with Dave Fionda
- Heritage Park Baptist Church - Vin's Favorite Films League Championship: Deep v: - Soul Cookin’ Peanut Man: The
- Inside the Statehouse - Walk With Jesus Usual Suspects Life and Music of Little Joe Cook
- The Kitchen of Mary Clancey BCAT SPECIALS 2005 - Burlington Pride: Special - Steve Nugent's Karate Special:
- The Luthier Shop . ” Olympics 2005 The Bay State Open 2005
- Mary’s Friends - Agility is Fun for Fido - Burlington Public Library 10th - Steve Nugent's Karate Special:
- Masonic News - Alaska Hell Ride 2005 Anniversary 10th Anniversary
- The Neighborhood Chef . AI(_:OhOI Free Weekend 2005 - C.E.S.I. Oscars 2005 - Tailgating at Gillette 2005
- Open For Discussion ) ArlL& Gu;etshts:R ) cafe Christmas Tree Lighting 2005 - USS Indiana: The Final Reunion
- Our Town: Say it Like it is ve at the Renaissance Lale  _ Eleanor Roosevelt: 1st Lady of - Video Vacation Camp 2005

-As Th G ...AS | .
- Police Beat S oreau 50es casona the World - Video Voyager Extravaganza 2004

Saunter Close to Home
- Halloween Fun Walk 2005
- Rec. Department Brochure - BHS 32nd Annual Art Exhibit: 2005

- The Redd Sock Show GettingThere - Holiday Lights: A Musical - What's Up: Taking the Pulse of

Celebration the Economy

g )Y

Viewer's Choices will be announced aBCAT Open House and Appreciation Niglain April 19th.
Please Return this form by March 31st.

Please list the title of your favorite series, and the t& of your favorite special below.
Drop off this form at the ballot box located in our studio atBurlington High School or
Mail this form to P.O. Box 740, Burlington, MA 01803

FAVORITE SERIES:

FAVORITE SPECIAL:
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