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It seems like it was just 
yesterday that we were 
celebrating our 15th an-
niversary here at BCAT.  
However, upon reflec-
tion a lot of changes 
have occurred since 

then.  We have experienced a lot of growth in 
the past five years, gained a lot of talented 
folks both in front of and behind the cameras 
and we’ve lost some members of the BCAT 
family near and dear to our hearts, including 
one of our founding fathers and former presi-
dent Ernie DeMartinis and most recently Jim 
Melchionna.  We’ve also settled into our 
renovated and expanded facility, which at that 
time was very new, not to mention the 
changes in technology we’ve experienced.  
Now a good percentage of our volunteers 

consider our expanded space the only 
BCAT they’ve ever known, and most have 
never operated a SVHS camera.  We will be 
celebrating our 20 years as an Access Tele-
vision Facility at our Open House/
Appreciation Night.  You can read more on 
that evening below.            ***   
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Ellen Degeneres hosted ABC’s 
79th Annual Academy Awards 
ceremony on February 25th.  
BCAT Board President Rick Kar-
wan is going to host The 2007 
BCAT Open House and Appre-
ciation Awards Ceremony com-
ing up in our studio on April, 
18th.  So mark your calendars and 

save the date because the BCAT 
Board of Directors and staff invite 
you, your family, and your friends 
to come be part of the Red Carpet 
Show with BCAT Board Vice 
President Arlene DiRocco, take a 
tour of our facility, meet our com-
munity of volunteers, enjoy finger 
foods provided by local busi-
nesses, and then join us in a for-
mal award ceremony where we 

will give special thanks for all the time and 
services our volunteers provide.    
              This exciting evening is also a 
wonderful way to meet and mingle with 
producers and volunteers in the 
BCAT Community.  Each year 
during our award ceremony we 
recognize the BCAT Volunteer of 
the Year, give out a $500 Student Grant, 

and just last year we began high-
lighting BCAT Lifetime Achiev-
ers.  In addition, we also high-
light standout volunteers in a 
number of categories including 
Producer Excellence; Overall 
Volunteer Dedication; On-
Camera Talent, and Robotics 
Coverage just to name a few.  
Another part of our new format  

(Continued on page 7) 

BCAT Board Pres. 
Rick Karwan 

photo provided by Richard Linder 

BCAT Studio photo provided by Richard Linder 
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cies can access the server for special 
announcements, emergency bulletins 
and other timely public service infor-
mation.  All of the equipment has 

been installed and interfaced 
with our master control sys-
tem, and we are now up and 
running on our new server.  
For the viewer this means ex-
panded playback in the very 

near future.   

***  

             During the last several 
years the science of mass storage of 
data has gone through significant 
changes.  Technology has matured 
rapidly and it is now com-
monplace to go to your 
favorite computer store 
and purchase a disk drive 
which has gigabytes of 
storage… 50, 100, 150 
gigabytes and more.  This 
technology has provided an oppor-
tunity for the video industry.  Stor-
age of video programming on tape 
and even video disc has its limita-
tions, especially when it comes to 
unattended playback.  As with eve-
rything else, first edition large ca-
pacity mass storage was very ex-
pensive and somewhat problematic.  
Now, it is a different story. Today 
automated video storage equipment 
is very affordable and typically ca-
pacities are offered in the hundreds 
and even  thousands of gigabytes. 
             At BCAT we have been 
running an automated  playback 
system for several years.  This sys-
tem consisted of 12 S-VHS tape 
players controlled by a dedicated 
and specialized computer.  The sys-
tem could play back any tape on 

any of our 
channels at 
any time of 
the day or 

night.  The biggest shortfall was 
that a human had to change the 
tapes at least once per day. When 
DVDs came on the scene, as ex-
pected, the cost of playback equip-
ment was prohibitive and DVD re-
corders were only available to the 
DVD mass production industry.  As 
time marched on the price of DVD 
players dropped drasti-
cally and single unit 
DVD recorders became 
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available.  At the same time personal 
computer digital video editing be-
came a reality.  This convergence of 
creating, editing and playback of 
DVDs set the stage for 
BCAT to implement a 
gradual switchover from 
tape playback to DVD 
playback.  Presently we 
have converted eight of the 
twelve tape playback  
positions to DVD. 
            The next big change in auto 
playback options surfaced a 
few years ago, namely the 
video server. Video  
servers are now affordable 
and available in many con-
figurations. A typical turnkey  
system consists of  (1) a unit 
of mass storage, (2) an  
encoder which converts  
incoming video formats to a 
format compatible with the 
mass storage, (3) a decoder 
which converts the digital 
mass storage video format to 
outgoing analog video and 
audio compatible with typical 
broadcast equipment, (4) a 
controller which manages the 
flow of program input and 
output, channel designation, 
playback date and time, stor-
age library, playback statistics 
and other assorted duties. 
            BCAT has recently acquired 
a Princeton video server. The server 
is web based, that is to say the server 
has an IP address as does any com-
puter that is on the web.  The manu-
facturer can communicate with our 
server to implement software updates 
and revisions.  BCAT staff and other 
designated persons or town agencies 
can also communicate with the 

server over the world wide web.  
With proper training, town agen-

 

HAPPY 
48th 
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TO 
 PHYLLIS & DICK 

LINDER 
 

December 7, 2006 
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             Okay so in the last newsletter I 
talked a bit about our newest shows, but 
this time around I am going 
to talk about one of our 
staple shows that doesn’t 
get enough press.  BNEWS 
Weekly is a BCAT produc-
tion, produced as a service 
to the community.  This 
weekly production is 
BCAT’s most time con-
suming production effort, 
but it’s a great vehicle for 
us to get out into the com-
munity on a regular basis 
and a great way to spotlight 
events and happenings around town.  
BNEWS shows each week on our Public 
Channel at 6pm on Fridays.  (Comcast 9, 
Verizon 39, RCN 3)   It is also replayed 
throughout the weekend and at the be-
ginning of the following week, giving 
residents plenty of opportunities to catch 
it each week.  (For exact days and times 
check out the program schedule on our 
website at  
www.BCATtv.org). 
             The production is made possi-
ble through a team effort, which is made 

up of the BCAT staff and community vol-
unteer efforts.  Tricia Hicks produces the 

program, which includes 
writing the weekly 
script.  Long time volun-
teer Phil Gallagher has 
been our lead anchor for 
several years, and volun-
teer Eileen Sickler be-
came our sports anchor 
in 2004.  She is also the 
voice of the Community 
Calendar, which is full 
of listings of upcoming 
events like plays, work-
shops, concerts, etc.  

Both Phil and Eileen are very dedicated 
BNEWS anchors, but sometimes when 
work or life conflicts with our weekly 
shooting schedule, fill in anchors Andy 
Spinali and Jack Ferren have stepped up 
to the plate.   
              Other volunteers who live be-
hind the scenes are our long time sports 
writer Doug Hastings, and teleprompter 
operator Emmie Martin.  Doug has kept 
us up to date on all the Red Devil action 
going on in town, as well as what some of 
our other sports teams and local players 

are up to.  And Emmie has been our 
teleprompter operator during weekly 
productions for almost two years now.  
The teleprompter operator has the im-
portant job of keeping the script scroll-
ing at a steady pace, one that is easy for 
our anchors to read.   
              BNEWS is usually twenty min-
utes long, and includes a weekly feature 
story.  The features are typically pro-
duced by the staff, but sometimes a vol-
unteer will cover a story or event.  We 
are always on the lookout for news 
package ideas about local events or is-
sues, so if you know of anything you 
feel is news worthy please give us a 
call.  We are also always looking for 
volunteers to join our news team, 
whether it’s on the tech end of things or 
as a reporter covering stories.  As a 
BNEWS reporter you could get invites 
to some cool events :-)  In the past 
we’ve covered store and restaurant 
grand openings, as well as local fund-
raising efforts, and the occasional hard 
news event related to local police, fire 
or the DPW, not to mention goings on 
at Town Hall.  Being a BNEWS reporter 

(Continued on page 7) 

Volunteer News Anchors  
Phil & Eileen  

on the set of BNEWS Weekly 

her on a weekend wetworks adventure 
that just may her into a new woman . . .   
              Taylor’s film, once completed 
will be entered into film festivals, in-
cluding the Boston International Film 
Fest and the Sundance Short Film Fes-
tival among others.   
              Taylor is currently soliciting 
tax deductible donations for the project.  
There are pamphlets at BCAT 
with more information about 
the film for those interested in 
learning more, or you can 
contact Taylor at TBettinson@gmail.
com to find out more about his project. 

Good Luck Taylor ! 
 

***  
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Many of you may 
remember Taylor 
Bettinson, however 
for our newcomers, 
Taylor has been in-
volved with BCAT 
since he was in mid-
dle school, before the 
days of Video Voyag-

ers.  In fact, I recall him being part of the 
first series of workshops I offered here at 
BCAT.  He started out taping games and 
events in the field, and crewing for what-
ever shows needed an extra hand.  Once 
he entered high school he began produc-
ing his own show titled The Voices in 
Your Head.  It was a roundtable hot top-
ics program that offered high school stu-

dents a chance to speak out about differ-
ent issues.            
              Taylor graduated from BHS in 
2003 and is currently a senior under-
graduate student at the Tisch School of 
the Arts in NYC, majoring in film and 
television with a minor in political sci-
ence.  Currently, he is writing, directing 
and fundraising for a short film titled Wet-
Works for his final undergraduate project.  
The $20,000 film is about a woman 

named Helen who feels that 
her life is in a state of decay.  
Her job is in wetworks ser-
vices, cleaning up all the left-
over gore at the scenes of 

murders, suicide and tragic accidents.  
Her search for a new outlook on life takes 
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probably had two or three ideas on what 
kind of show you’d like to do.  And on 
the off chance you have trouble coming 
up with an idea, well, we can help you 
there too.  We are always looking for 
those in the community interested in 
learning TV production.  We will teach 
you all you need to know to cover local 
or Burlington related events.  

Step 2 - we are located at the 
back of Burlington High School, and 
our current schedule of classes can be 
found on the back page of this newslet-
ter. 

Step 3 - Once you have a class 
or two under your belt, all that’s left is 
to grab a camera, or sign out an edit 
suite and say Action!   

 

              *** 

Really!  Thousands of shows have been 
made in our studio over the years, and on 
a wide variety of topics.   
              Some examples, Red Devil golf 
coverage; the game show Trivia Chal-
lenge; a look at different aspects of Bur-
lington from local politics, to local artists, 
to local florists on Our Town Say it Like it 
Is; a cooking show called The Kitchen of 
Mary Clancey; an instrument maker does 
The Luthier Shop; the fire department 
promotes fire safety with Fireworks, and 
a local business woman meets and greets 
others of her kind in Entrepreneur’s Cor-
ner.   This is only a small example of 
what goes on in our studio and what is 
shot with our field cameras.  Many, many, 
many more shows have reached the light 
of television here at the studio. 
              So, how do you make a show at 
BCAT?  Step 1: Get an idea.  Step 2: 
Come to the BCAT studio, take a tour and 
arrange to take the classes most appropri-
ate to your show idea needs.  Step 3: Start 
making your idea happen. 

Step 1 is easy.  In the time it 
took me to start this paragraph you’ve 

Have you ever 
watched TV and won-
dered why the stuff 
you are interested in 
is never on?  Or why 
sometimes things that 
happen in Burlington 
don’t make the news?  
Or simply thought “I 
can it do better than 

that . . .”  Well the old saying “If you 
want something done right, do it your-
self” is true.  And at BCAT it can be-
come a reality.   
             Does a friend or relative play 
sports?  Why not check out a camera 
from us, cover their game, match, meet 
our tournament, and then air it on 
BCAT.  Do you have a hobby or interest 
you would like to share?  Do you sail or 
sew or draw?  Do you like horses or 
trivia, or have an interest in 1950’s pop 
art?  Whatever your interest it can easily 
be the topic of a great show.   
             But wait!  Make a TV show!! 
You think that’s IMPOSSIBLE!!!  But 
No, its actually done all the time.  

THE BURLINGTON AREA CHAMBER OF 
COMMERCE CALF STAMPEDE & LIVE 

AUCTION - 
 

CAST YOUR VOTE FOR THE BESSY AWARDS  

Cast your vote for your favorite calves! 
E-mail your choices to  

Bessy@BurlingtonBusiness.net 
or drop off this form at the auction on March 23rd! 
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B-Calf the BCAT Calf is eagerly awaiting her Bessy 

Award - So VOTE today! 
photo courtesy of Karwanphotos.com 
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Viewer’s Choices will be announced at BCAT Open House and Appreciation Night in April 2007. 
Please Return this form to our studio by April 6th. 
 

Please list the title of your favorite series, and the title of your favorite special below.   
 

Drop off this form at the ballot box located in our studio at Burlington High School or  
Mail this form to P.O. Box 740, Burlington, MA  01803 
 
 
 
 
 

FAVORITE SERIES:_______________________________________________ 
 

FAVORITE SPECIAL:______________________________________________ 

�����,��-��7��
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BCAT SERIES 2006 
 
 

- As Thoreau Goes . . . Spring 06  
 

- Beneath The Surface 
 

- BNEWS Weekly 
 

- The Burlington Coin Show 
 

- Burlington Rec. Dept. Brochures 
 

- The Burlington Roundtable 
 

- COA/BSCO 
 

- Concerts on the Common 
 

- Conservative View 
 

- Entrepreneur's Corner 
 

- Factathlon: Where Minds Matter 
 

- Fireworks 
 

- Healthy Hypnosis 
 

- Heritage Park Baptist Church 
 

- Hit the Road with Jack 
 

- Housing Matters 
 

- In Session 
 

- Inside the Statehouse 
 

- The Kitchen of Mary Clancey 
 

- The Luthier Shop 
 

- Mary’s Friends 
 

- Masonic News 
 

- The Neighborhood Chef 
 

- Open For Discussion 
 

- Our Town: Say it Like it is 
 

- Police Beat 
 

- Power of Life 
 

- Rec. Department Brochures 
 

- The Redd Sock Show 
 

- St. Malachy’s Sunday Service 
 

- The Something Show 
 

- Sportscall 
 

- Sports Thru My Eyes 
 

- Steve Nugent’s Karate at Home 
 

- These Olde Farts 
 

- Turntable 
 

- UUC of Reading Sunday Svc 
 

- Vin’s Favorite Films 
 

- Walk With Jesus 

BCAT SPECIALS 2006 
 
 

- 1st Annual Arts on the Common 
 

- The BBRT Christmas Party 2006 
 

- BCSF Scholarship Breakfast 06 
 

- BBRT Meet the Candidates 
 

- BCAT High School Club: ‘05-’06 
 

- BCSF 12th Annual Telethon 
 

- BEF Spelling BEE 2006 
 

- Best Music Videos Vol. 1  
 

- BHS All Night Grad Party 2006  
 

- BHS Band Performance at  
   Marshall Simonds Middle School 
 

- BHS Boys Basketball Retro  
 

- BHS Graduation 2006 
 

- BHS Holiday Concert 2006   
 

- BHS Ides of March Concert 06  
 

- BHS Italian: The Two Good for  
   Nothings 
 

- BHS Lacrosse Season Retro 06  
 

- BHS Microsoft Office Videos  
 

(Continued on page 6) 
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(Continued from page 5) 

- BHS Football Retro 2005-2006 
 

- BHS Senior Retro 2005-2006 
 

- BHS Senior Night Special 
 

- BHS Senior Sports Banquet 
 

- BHS Spring Concert 2006 
 

- BHS Spring Sing 2006 
 

- BHSA Ice Show 2006 
 

- BNEWS Special with James  
  Roosevelt Jr. 
 

- BNEWS Special: The Sound  
  Barrier Rally 
 

- Brake Job   
 

- BMBL Championship: Deep v  
  Usual The Suspects 
 

- Burlington Pride Day 2006 
 

- Burlington Pride Special Olympic  
  Softball          
 

- Burlington Public Library 10th  
  Anniversary Special 
 

- Burlington Rotary Special: Fight   
  Night 2006 
 

- Burlington Rotary Special with  
  Speaker Dave Fionda 
 

- Burlington Tree Lighting 2006 
 

- D.A.R.E. Day 2006 
 

- D.A.R.E. Graduation at Francis    
  Wyman 
 

- Films of Dracula  
 

- Flag Football Semi-Finals 
 

- Francis Wyman Special: Paul  
  Stewart & Chris Riddle Introduce    
  “The Edge Chronicles” 
 

- Francis Wyman Special: 1st Grade  
  Concert 
 

- Francis Wyman Special: 1st  Grade  
  Dinosaur Show 
 

- Francis Wyman Special: Student  
  Council Induction Ceremony  
 

- Health Matters: Ovarian Cancer  
  Awareness 

- Heritage Park Baptist Church  
   Christmas Special:  A Christmas    
   Prayer 
 

- Holiday Lights & Sights 
 

- il Cerchio Magico: An Italian Play at  
  BHS 
 

- In Loving Memory: The Father   
  Crispo Funeral  
 

- Interfaith Thanksgiving Service at St. 
  Malachy Church 
 

- Jack Gilbert’s Vegas Vacation 
 

- Jeckyll & Hyde: A Play Perspective 
 

- Joey Scott & The Connection 
 

- Lessons & Carols at St. Malachy  
  Parish  
 

- Memorial Day Coverage 2006 
 

- Memorial School Special: 3rd Grade  
  Memorial Day Concert 
 

- Memorial School Special: Spring  
  Concert 
 

- Memorial School Special: Winter  
  Concert 
 

- Memorial School Special: Veterans  
  Day Concert 
 

- Mob Hits from Da’ North End 
 

- MSMS Spring Concert     
 

- MSMS Winter Concert      
 

- National Night Out 2006 
 

- 911 Remembered Five Years Later 
 

- NFL Punt, Pass & Kick 
 

- Now Showing Fall 2006 
 

- Our Town Special: Responsible  
  Zoning Committee on The  
  Referendum Question   
 

- Our Town Special: Skipper From The    
  Real Gilligan’s Island 
 

- Parker Villas of Italy 
 

- Patriot’s Day in Boston 
 

- Piero Gabrielli’s Integrated Worshop:  
  A Summary of the Italian Visitors to      
  the Burlington Schools  

- The Poetry of Paul Sahagian 4 
 

- Rec. Dept. Special: Club 55   
 

- Reflection: BHS Art & Music 
 

- The Rolling Stones at Gillette 
 

- The Rube Goldberg Machine 
 

- Santa & Mrs. Claus Visit BCAT  
 

- Sib Talk w/ Kelsey & Justin 
 

- St. Malachy Christmas Concert  
 

- Topics Special: Phil Gallagher  
  Celebrates 25 years on Television 
 

- Truck Day Coverage 2006 
 

- Veterans Day Coverage 2006 
 

- Video Voyager Extravaganza: The  
   Back-Up Files    
 

- Video Voyager Extravaganza: The  
  Original Files   
 

- Video Voyager Vacation Camp fea 
   turing World’s Toughest Heroes  
   vs. World’s Toughest Villians   
 

- Ways & Means Special 
 

- Wicked Pitches Acapella Grp. 
 

- Why to Coin Hit Tunes aka The  
  Continuity Show 
 

- Why Yes: A Balanced Presentation  
   of the Town Overlay 
 

- A Year in the Life of the BHS  
  Marching Band  
 

- The Zombie Chronicles 
 

*** 

PUBLIC CHANNELS      
 

COMCAST………………...….....9 
RCN.………………………...……3 
VERIZON………………..….….39 
 

GOVERNMENT CHANNELS 
 

COMCAST………………...…...10 
RCN………………….……..…...15 
VERIZON………….………..….40 
 

EDUCATION CHANNELS 
 

COMCAST……………………..22 
RCN…………………….…..…...13 
VERIZON……………....…….41 
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BCAT Camcorder Basics 
Grade 9 to Adult 
 

Wednesday, March 28th  7:00p - 8:30p  
Wednesday, April 18th    7:00p - 8:30p 
Wednesday, May 16th     7:00p - 8:30p 

Limit 10 per class 
 
BCAT Camcorder Advanced 
Ages 16 & Up     +    pre-requisite 
 

Tuesday, April 24th     6:30p - 8:00p 

Tuesday, May  22nd     6:30p - 8:00p 
Limit 6 per class 
Pre-requisite: Camcorder Basics 
 
BCAT Final Cut Pro HD Editing 
Grade 6 to Adult 
 

Wednesday, April 18th        2:30p - 4:30p  

Saturday, May 12th          12:00p - 2:00p 
Limit 3 per class 
(Note: FCP Classes can also be scheduled one 

on one with staff.) 

BCAT Firestore Basics 
Ages 16 & Up    +     pre-requisites 
 

Tuesday, April 17th         7:00p - 7:30p 
Tuesday, May 15th           7:30p - 8:00p 

Limit 3 per class 
Pre-requisites: Camcorder Basics, 
and Final Cut Pro HD Editing 
 

BCAT Studio Basics 
Grade 9 to Adult 
 

Monday, April 30th          7:00p - 9:00p 
Monday, May 21st            7:00p - 9:00p 
Limit 10 per class 
 
BCAT Studio Lighting Basics 
Ages 12 & up  * 
 

Saturday, April 21st      11:00a - 3:00p 
Saturday, May 12th       11:00a - 3:00p 

Limit 10 per class 
* Must be able to climb a ladder 

(Note:  This class is required in order to 
qualify for a BCAT Producer Grant. ) 

BCAT Sports Announcing Basics 
By Appointment 
(Call and ask for Cory.) 
 
BCAT Intro to Photoshop CS2 
Grade 6 to Adult 
 

Thursday, March 22nd     7:00p - 8:30p 
Thursday, April 26th        7:00p - 8:30p 
Thursday, May 24th         7:00p - 8:30p 

Limit 4 per class 
 
We are also looking to train volunteers 
interested in helping design and update 
our Community Bulletin Board.  If you 
are interested please give us a call.   
 
BCAT Group Tours 
Available by appointment! 
 

*** 
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Group classes offered by BCAT staff members.  Most classes listed below can also be conducted on a one to one basis 
in order to accommodate work and/or school schedules.  If you are interested in learning more about our workshop  

offerings please give us a call at 781 - 273 - 5922 or visit our website at www.BCATtv.org 
 

We request that you sign up for any of the classes listed below at least one week in advance.   
Please note classes are subject to cancellation if there is low enrollment.   

(Continued from page 3) 
BNEWS WEEKLY UPDATE 
is also a great way to meet government 
and business leaders within the commu-
nity.  And of course as with any thing 
we do here at BCAT we offer classes to 
teach you the technical and/or news re-
porting skills you will need to know.   
              Last year our BCAT Executive 
Director Jen Dodge made a new intro 
and new graphics to gives the show a 
fresh look for the new year. We have a 
lot of fun every week shooting the news, 
and we are very grateful to everyone 
who helps make our newscast the best it 
can be!  Remember, it’s your commu-
nity news, if you would like to help 
shape it…please give us a call and we’ll 
put you to work.  We hope you enjoy 
watching as much as we enjoy bringing 
it to you! 
 

***  

(Continued from page 1) 

APPRECIATION NIGHT 2007 
includes a new award category titled The 
Viewer’s Choice Award, where you the 
viewers get to be the judge.   

So after you’ve marked 
the date on your calen-
dars, (April 18th) please 
take a minute to check 
out the list of series and 
specials listed on pages 

5 and 6 of this newsletter.  The shows 
listed aired on our Public, Government, 
and Education Channels in 2006 and we 
are asking you to vote for your favorite 
series and special by writing it down on 
the voter form, cutting it out and sending 
it in to our studio.  You can also stop in 
and drop it off in person.  And if you 
want to encourage all of your friends to 
vote as well we will also have voter 
forms and a drop-box available in our 
lobby.  All voter forms must be returned 

to the studio by April 6th.       
              This year there will be an extra 
special element to our award ceremony, 
because this appreciation night also 
marks our 20th anniversary (see related 
article on  the front page) !  From all of 
us to all of you— 
 

—for being part of our BCAT  
family! 

 

***  
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