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             The new, highly anticipated 
“Broadcast Pix” system is here.  Many 
have seen it, everyone is impressed, yet 
few of you actually know how to operate 
it.  It is impressive looking with its large 
flat screen plasma display and the 
switcher which runs off an XP based pro-
gram (see pics of the new set-up in the 
Engineering Report on page 2).  The 
whole system could actually be run with-
out the switcher panel!   
             It may be intimidating to those 
who don’t consider themselves 
“technically inclined,” however, the real-
ity is that this system is very similar con-
ceptually to any of our other switchers, 

and it is a lot more user friendly!  So 
whether you’ve directed studio produc-
tions in the past, or run robotics, or 
switched for van productions, you are 
not that far from understanding how to 
run the controls of the Broadcast Pix 
switcher.   
             There are some differences 
however, mainly in pre-production, so 
we’ve redeveloped our Studio Produc-
tion Workshops to adapt to our new 
equipment.  If you take all three work-
shops offered in the series - Studio Di-
recting Basics, Broadcast Pix Basics, 
and Inscriber Basics you will earn 

(Continued on page 6) 
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FOX ZIP TRIP COMES  
TO BURLINGTON  
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On June 22nd the Fox 25 
ZipTrip came to the Bur-
lington Town Common!  
BNEWS anchors Phil Gal-
lagher and Andy Spinali 

were on the scene to cover this exciting 
15 minutes of fame for the town.  Just a 
few of the morning events included the 
SkyFox flyover, ZipTrip Trivia with State 
Rep. Charley Murphy, and a look at the 
Al Fay Fire Museum.      
             Fox morning news anchors 
Gene Lavanchy, Kim Carrigan, and 
weekend meterologist Cindy Fitzgib-
bons all did sit downs with both Phil and 
Andy for the BNEWS Weekly special 
event coverage.  Phil also got an inter-
view with Fox 25 News Director Paul 
McGonagle, who is originally from Bur-
lington, and the brother of the BCAT’s 

(Continued on page 4) 
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             The next big change is the 
control panel for the video switcher. 
It’s about the same size as our old 
Echo Lab switcher but it does a lot 
more insofar as it controls a very 
powerful personal computer.  A new 
power filter, regulation and back-up 
system  has been installed for the 
benefit of the PC.  The control panel 
push buttons are miniature liquid 
crystal displays and can display al-
pha numeric and graphical symbols.  
They can be customized for a par-

ticular program or program series. 
The customized configuration can 
then be stored in the PC in a file 
folder.  Also stored in the PC would 
be all the live intro and outro video 
and audio clips as well as static graph-
ics for that program.  All this can be 
stored in the PC as a folder / filename 
identifying the particular program and 
be recalled with aa mouse click. 
             The equipments retained from 
the prior setup include the telephone 
interface, the volume controls for the 
(new) studio audio monitor and the 
Mackie 16 channel audio board.  An-
cillary equipments retained in a sepa-
rate cabinet include an “S” tape, DV 
tape, and DVD recorders and players. 
This equipment is used for recording 
programs as well as playing material 
into the PC to be stored and used as 
intro and outro video clips.         

                      
*** 

A NEW STUDIO CONTROL ROOM 
 

             As anticipated in the July 
Newsletter, we now have a new studio 
control room.  A few original items 
such as the audio board, digital video 
tape players and recorders, digital 
video disc recorder and other useful 
items have been retained and inte-
grated into the new system. The rest is 
now state of the art.  
             The first obvious thing is the 
absence of the myriad of cathode ray 
tube monitors.  All have been replaced 
with two 42 inch plasma monitors.  
The monitors can be mapped into spe-
cific areas much like the graphical 
user interface of a personal computer.  
For example “monitors” for cameras 
1, 2 and 3 share the same plasma as 
the preview and program “monitors”. 
The other plasma monitor presents 
video clips and graphics along with 
other miscellaneous functions. The 
feature of all this is that the plasmas 
can be mapped for any specific appli-
cation.  
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               As many of you know by now 
I am no longer working at BCAT.  I 
have left the nest to see if I can fly, and 
so far I haven’t fallen!  I have a new job 
at Endicott College in Beverly - in 
charge of Media Services.  I am also 
going back to school to get my Bache-
lor’s degree in January.   

               Last week I moved to Wakefield 
and everything is everywhere.  In case 
any of you were wondering, it isn’t a good 
idea to move two weeks before Christmas, 
I really don’t recommend it!   
               Before I left BCAT I was pro-
ducing a show that some of you may have 
seen called In Session.  I hope to start it 
up again soon, but right am just too busy.  
However, I do want to say thanks to all of 
my faithful crew -  I may call on you 
again!   
               BCAT has been a wonderful ex-
perience for me.  It pulled me up out of 
retail #@!!  (if you’ll excuse the lan-
guage), and helped me find a career path.  
Jen, Tricia, Cory & Dick are a great team 
to work with, and I learned a lot from 
them.  Of course they will never be rid of 
me because I only live 3 towns away, and 
I will be back to visit and harass… but 
seriously, if it weren’t for BCAT I would 
never have gotten this job, and for that I 
am forever grateful.  They are a great re-
source for the town, a great bunch of peo-

ple, and I wish them a long and mainte-
nance free life.   
              To my favorite, and to this day 
my only, Board of Directors I want to 
thank you for letting me into your family.  
I know I probably scared a few of you at 
first with my crazy ways, but thank you 
again for giving me a chance!  BCAT was 
very good for me!   
              Good luck to all the producers, 
crews & volunteers!  Keep up the good 
work!  Thanks for putting up with all my 
insanity.  Thanks for making me feel wel-
come, and for all the great memories!  I 
will truly never forget any of you, espe-
cially all you crazy Video Voyagers - I 
will miss you most of all.  All of you 
made my life, well interesting to say the 
least!  Good luck in school and stay out of 
trouble!  Thank you Burlington.  Have a 
Merry Christmas and Happy Holidays!  
 

*** 
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             Greetings Burlington!  My 
name is Thaddeus Stephanak, (but 
you can call me Tad).  I want to 
thank everyone for welcoming me 

into the Burlington community, and 
I’m excited about my new position 
here at BCAT.   
             A bit of background on my-
self - I was born and raised right up 
Route 3 in Merrimack, NH.  After 
graduating from Merrimack High I 
moved to Boston and attended the 
School of the Museum of Fine Arts 
for a year before transferring to Emer-
son College, where I 
graduated with a B.S. in 
Mass Communications 
with a concentration in 
Motion Picture Arts and 
Sciences.   
             Following college I moved to 
Venice Beach in Los Angeles where I 
worked as an assistant to a producer at 
Warner Bros., and then later as the 

assistant to a prominent Hollywood 
publicist.            
             It was while I was in L.A. that 
I had my first venture 
into public access tele-
vision.  A friend and I 
produced and starred in 
a sketch comedy show 
called The Cocktail 
Hour. 
             Three years ago I came back 
to my home state of New Hampshire 
and began my career in public access 
at Merrimack TV.  Having once again 
moved back to the Boston area I’m 
proud to be a part of BCAT and am 
looking forward to the opportunity to 
contribute to the BCAT community. 
Thank you! 

*** 
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(Continued from page 1) 

own infamous Fabulous Franko.  
For those of you who don’t remem-
ber Franko he did a cooking show for 
awhile before heading out to Holly-
wood! 
 

PRIDE DAY 2007 
In August Phil Gallagher and 
Mike Shipka teamed up to 
host Burlington Pride Day 
2007!  Phil talked about the 
history of Pride Day with Bill 

Boudreau, and about upcoming Rec. 
Dept. programs with Jack Ferren, 
while Mike got interviews with the 
Rainforest Café tree frog mascot, and 
checked out all the different activi-
ties on the common. 
             BCAT field producers Linda 
Teebagy and Don Flaherty scored 
interviewees for hosts, gripped for 
camera people, and in general kept 
the field shoots moving along.  Sue 
Linder and Chris Costner were back 
with another year of great camera 
work.  BCAT Video Voyagers Cory 
Wilkins, Jeremy Cox, and Tom Lu-
ther covered some of the demonstra-
tions and entertainments of the day - 
like the gymnastics demo from the 

Brestyan’s American Gymnastics 
Club, and the karate demo spon-
sored by Steve Nugent’s Karate.   
             And not only were there 
several dedicated BCAT volunteers 
out in the field taping the event, but 
several more BCAT volunteers 
worked the Rec. Department Spon-
sored KidID table at the BCAT van.  
             A very special thanks to 
Chris Flaherty and Justin Sarno for 
acting as talent and interviewing the 
kids, Kat Teebagy and Colleen 
Moore for directing with Studio-in-
a-Box, Frank Rais and Kevin Car-
nell for running cameras, Virginia 
Mooney and Cathy Rais for 
“manning” the sign-in table, and an 
extra special thanks goes out to Dick 
Linder and Rob Zahora for all their 
engineering support and technical 
expertise.  And another thank you to 
Dick for taking all the pictures that 
are now on our website at  
www.BCATtv.org - click on 
Pictures at the left and choose Pride 
Day 2007 Pictures.   
             If you are interested in being 
part of the BCAT Pride Day team in 
2008, let us know.  You don’t have 

to be an old hand at BCAT to be in-
volved, because of course we will 
teach you everything you need to 
know.  
 

BCSF TELETHON 
In October the annual Bur-
lington Community Schol-
arship Foundation (BCSF) 
Telethon went live on the 

BCAT Education Channel.  Phil Gal-
lagher produced the live event, and all 
of the BCAT Staff along with several 
of our seasoned volunteers crewed 
during the evening.  The one night 
telethon, and three night Phone-a-thon 
raised funds for future scholars in the 
community. 
 

VETERANS DAY COVERAGE  
On November 11th 
BCAT’s newest staff mem-
ber, Tad Stephanak, pro-
duced this years Veterans 
Day Coverage 2007 Spe-

cial.  Tad, along with cameraman Rob 
Zahora, were seen in the morning at 
the flag raising on town common, and 
later at the Pine Haven Cemetery 
videotaping the ceremony.  A bagpiper 
played, town leaders gave speeches, 
and the BHS Marching band and the 
BHS Chorus performed the national 
anthem.  The keynote speaker at the 
event was Commander Arthur Enos of 

(Continued on page 5) 

��������9�
����-::;����%#�����%���	��(�3��<�%$'�#�* =��	�(�"%((%�	�#4�
�#����('���4��
 �'���	�0'%4���#�1��
�,4�����/%	�#%4�
%�	���%��4��� ��+(%	�#��4���)���
%#��((4�
	#���


�����#4�����%�����%��4��
�������#&�� ��%#�����%���	��(�3��<3#����#�*=��#�$�%��&���$'�4���1�
�
�	�#4�
�((���� ��#�4�2�#����%� �����4��%������%�� 4�
	#���+(%	�#��4�%���+#%�'��%��&����������

0	����$�
#������3���$	%#�������# �

�
�+��������!�
������
�
���2�(
����#��
����#�
#����� <3#���=4���

����/%	�#%� <�%$'=��#
�������	����
����
$%1�#%�����0	����$�
#������3���$	%#�������# �



����������������&���� �

Another year of Red Devil 
Football has etched itself into the 
annals of Burlington sports lore.  
And we have been covering these 
games since our inception twenty 
years ago.  Once upon a time our 
van was new - we had new cameras 
and new equipment, but over the 
years - as the studio saw upgrades, 
and upgrades to the van became the 
old studio equipment there were 
times when the fans at home would 
end up watching the purple devils 
playing under yellow skies on 

strawberry fields. 
From a financial standpoint 

upgrading the van with older studio 
equipment made perfect sense.  But 
this would not last forever.  With our 
20th Anniversary both the studio and 
the van received upgrades - and this 
time the van upgrades were not studio 
‘hand-me-downs!” 

We purchased a state-of-the-
art Studio-in-a-Box multi-camera 
shooting system.  What does this 
mean for field productions?  It means 
the visual quality of games are vastly 
improved.  It also means quicker and 
easier set-up and take-down before 
and after the games.  Two birds with 
one stone, better quality done at a 
quicker pace.   

The old van cameras and tri-
pods were heavy, and the cameras re-
quired phasing (making sure all the 
colors on each camera agree) by hand.  
And all the cables were large and un-
wieldy.  The new cameras are lighter 
weight Cannon GL2s and the cables 
we use now are thin, lightweight Fire-

wire and BNCs.  Both of which deliver 
images faster and better than the old 
cables.   

Finally, unlike the old van set 
up where you had to have a staff mem-
ber present in order to use the rolling 
studio, the new Studio-in-a-Box sys-
tem and accessories can be used inde-
pendently of the van for any shoot re-
quiring more than one camera.  If any-
one out there wants to cover, say a bas-
ketball game, or baseball game, or a 
hockey game with three cameras -  
well we offer classes on how to use it 
all!  And once you know how to use 
Studio-in-a-Box there is no limit to 
what you’ll be able to cover outside the 
studio with studio quality results.   

 

               *** 

(Continued from page 4) 

the Burlington Marine Corps League.  
The day’s ceremony concluded with 
the final laying of the wreath.   
 

BOARD OF HEALTH  
EMERGENCY PREPARDNESS 

DRILL  
On the first of December 
BCAT Volunteer Chris Cost-
ner joined the Burlington 
Board of Health, Board of 

Health Staff, and several Medical Re-
serve Corps volunteers in order to 
cover the 2nd Annual Emergency 
Preparedness Drill.   
             The drill coincides with the 
annual flu clinic, and dispenses shots 
as if there were a real live emergency 
situation.  Be on the lookout for a 
special show highlighting Chris’s 
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coverage of the day’s events on the 
BCAT Public Channel in January.   

 

BCAT HOLIDAY COVERAGE  
BCAT volunteers Chris Flaherty 
and Jenn Mantia were on the 
scene at the Burlington Recrea-
tion Department’s Tree Lighting 

on Town Common.  Chris and Jenn got 
interviews with Santa, Frosty and few of 
the elves in between Christmas carols 
and candy canes.   
       And on December 14th, despite the 
cold and snowy weather, Santa and Mrs. 
Claus hopped in their sleigh and made 
their yearly trip to the BCAT studio in 
order to listen to the Christmas wishes 
and reindeer questions from the children 
of Burlington.   
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(Continued from page 1) 

BCAT Director Certification.  This is 
the first in a series of class certifica-
tions we are planning to offer to all 
of our volunteers.  For a listing of 
upcoming class certification dates 
and times check out page 7 of this 
newsletter.  We look forward to see-
ing many of you take advantage of 
this opportunity to learn how to oper-
ate our new, cutting edge equipment. 
             Not only is the switcher and 
set up in the control room new, but 
the set up for the van was completely 
renovated and built into what is com-
monly known here at BCAT as “The 
Studio in a Box.”  Volunteers now 
have opportunity and accessibility to 
independently produce a multi cam-
era set up out in the field.  (See re-
lated story on page 5.) 
             Other classes being offered 
on page 7 on this newsletter are a 
general BCAT Orientation, a Basic 
Camcorder Class, and a Final Cut 
Pro Editing Class.  We also offer 
classes in  Firestore Basics, Sports 
Announcing, Scala Graphics, Adobe 
Photoshop and Adobe Illustrator Ba-
sics, Studio Set Design and Lighting, 
and an introduction to LiveType 
graphics.  BCAT also offers a 
weekly series of production classes 
for Middle School students, and ad-
vises a High School Club.  If you 
would like more information about 
any of the classes we offer please 
give us a call at 781 - 273 - 5922 or 
visit our web at www.BCATtv.org.  

***  

 

BCAT ANNOUNCEMENT  
 

It has been seven years since 
we painted the cyc wall or did 

touch-ups to furniture and 
props.  We are looking for 

handy volunteers who know 
how to wield a paintbrush 

and/or a hammer to help do 
some touch-ups around the 

studio.  All skill levels are wel-
come.  If you would like to 
lend a hand please call the 
studio and ask for Tricia.                                      

781—273—5922 

BCAT PUBLIC CHANNELS   
 

COMCAST…………...…..…...9 
RCN.…………………...…..…..3 
VERIZON…………..…..…....39 
 

GOVERNMENT CHANNELS 
 

COMCAST…………...….…..10 
RCN…………….……..….…..15 
VERIZON……………..….….41 
 

EDUCATION CHANNELS 
 

COMCAST……………….….22 
RCN……………….…..……...13 
VERIZON…………....……....40 

�������������!�������������������������������� ����
�#���&� $!��(�

BCAT ANNOUNCEMENT  
 

We are switching over to a 
new Database system for all 

Studio and Edit Suite  
Sign-Outs. 

All volunteers must now sign 
up all Studio and Edit Suite 
times with a staff member.  

THANK YOU !  
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BCAT ORIENTATION                                               Open to all those who live or work in Burlington 
Orientation includes an explanation of our public, government & education channels, a tour of the facil-
ity, rules of use for field and studio equipment, and suggestions on how to become a part of the BCAT 
family. 
CLASS DATES / TIMES:   Thursdays    7:00pm     January 17th      February 14th      March 13th      
 
BCAT CAMCORDER BASICS                                  Grade 6 to Adult 
An introduction to the physical components of a video camera, to camera accessories, and to beginning 
video production aesthetics and terminology. 
CLASS DATES / TIMES:   Thursdays    7:00pm     January 31st       February 28th      March 27th 
 
FINAL CUT PRO EDITING I                                     Grades 6 to Adult 
An introduction to the Mac based non-liner computer editing program -  this class covers basic project  
organization, how to load media, editing terminology, and how to perform basic edits and manipulations.   
CLASS TIMES BY APPOINTMENT ONLY 
 

BCAT STUDIO BASICS*                                               Grades 6 to Adult 
This class will cover basic studio production crew positions, job functions, and etiquette.  We will also 
discuss pre-production planning, and cover how to use the studio cameras, plug in microphones, and how 
to set up basic 3-point lighting.   
CLASS DATES / TIMES:    Mondays    7:30pm      January 7th      February 4th     March 3rd      
 

BROADCAST PIX STUDIO BASICS*                         Grades 6 to Adult 
This class is a continuation of BCAT Studio Basics and will give participants hands-on information on 
how to set-up and use the new Broadcast Pix Studio Switcher system.     
CLASS DATES / TIMES:    Mondays     7:30pm     January  14th     February 11th     March 10th      
 

INSCRIBER BASICS*                                                   Grades 6 to Adult 
This class is a continuation of Broadcast Pix Studio Basics and will give participants hands-on informa-
tion on how to create graphics, and set them up within the Broadcast Pix Studio Switcher system.     
CLASS DATES / TIMES:    Mondays     7:30pm     January  28th     February 25th     March  24th      
 
STUDIO-IN-A-BOX BASICS                                          Ages 16 & up 
This is a two part class.  Part 1 deals with how to set-up Studio-in-a-Box in the field, and part 2 teaches 
participants how to use the features of the system.   
CLASS DATES / TIMES:  PART 1      Tuesdays       6:00pm     February  26th       March  18th 
CLASS DATES / TIMES:  PART 2      Thursdays     6:00pm     February   28th      March  20th 
 

*CLASSES REQUIRED IN ORDER TO RECEIVE BCAT DIRECTOR CERTIFICATION. 
 

FOR A COMPLETE LISTING OF ALL BCAT WORKSHOPS PLEASE VISIT OUR WEBSITE. 

�
����
�������������������
All BCAT Workshops are FREE.   

If you are interested in learning more about any of the workshop offerings listed  
below please give us a call at 781 - 273 - 5922, or visit the web at www.BCATtv.org. 
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