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If I had known I was to be up here, I 
wouldn’t have been here tonight.” 

- Chris Costner 

BCAT Volunteer of the Year 2009 - Chris 
Costner may be a little shy about being in 
front of the camera, but he is the embodi-
ment of a stellar BCAT behind-the-scenes 
Volunteer.  For a number of years he has 
selflessly given his time, talent, and dedi-
cation to covering numerous school sports, 
concerts, and community events.  He was 
even part of the volunteer camera crew 
during appreciation night!  And despite 
being camera shy—he’s pretty articulate, 
…“I enjoy working behind the scenes with 
a lot of talented people. Jack Gilbert and 
Rob Zahora on football, and I’ve got great 
support from the  BCAT Staff here.  I want 
to encourage everyone who is watching on 
BCAT to volunteer, help out somehow—
the people here are so friendly.  No matter 
how many times I ask ‘em the same thing 

over and over again how do you do 
something—they never, never once say 
didn’t we explain that to him last week. 
I appreciate all the help they give me 
and Thank you very much …” 
 
Actually, Chris it is all of us who 
Thank You for all of your hard work 
and dedication! 

BCAT Student Grant Recipient Chris 
Flaherty is off to Quinnipiac University 
in the fall to study Film and TV Pro-
duction.  Chris has been hanging 
around BCAT since he started middle 
school, and he’s helping us out in the 
office this summer with filing and orga-
nizing.  He is also working on creating 
a new BCAT Closet Classic Opener, 
and he’s even written an article for this 
newsletter (see page 4).   
 
During our volunteer appreciation night 
Chris (Flaherty) had this to say …  
 

(Continued on page 6) 
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One small problem we ran into was 
that the bulbs failed prematurely.  
This was probably due to the fact 
that there was some vibration of the 
walls due to the air handling equip-
ment on the roof. We substituted spe-
cialized rugged bulbs and that ap-
pears to have solved the problem. 
 
The stage was generally a problem of 
too much light. In fact, the stage 
lighting was always unpredictable 
because it was frequently dependent 
on the setup required by a stage pro-
duction that concluded the previous 
night or was currently being pro-
duced. 
 
The stage lighting issue was cor-
rected by working with BHS Music 
Director John Middleton-Cox and 
establishing a specific stage-lighting 
arrangement for Town Meeting that 
could be reproduced fairly easily. 
Our arrangement is 
one row of overhead 
stage lights burning at 
50% intensity along 
with having a specific 
stage location for the 
Moderator and Town 
Clerk did the trick. 
 
When we replaced 
the old cameras with new ones, one 
problem we ran into appeared to be a 

defective camera. When one of 
the more distant cameras was 
zoomed to full telephoto, it ap-
peared to be unable to focus the 
image sharply. This camera 

was exchanged, but the problem 
remained. After several days of ex-
perimenting it was determined that 
the concrete wall to which the cam-
era was mounted was vibrating due 
to the air conditioning equipment on 
the roof. The root of the problem was 

that the minute vibration of the wall 
was causing the camera mount to flex 
thus allowing the camera itself to 
bounce up and down. Installation of a 
redesigned camera mount resolved the 
issue. 
 
The new cameras, with their improved 
sensitivity, along with the new light-
ing equipment, and subsequent adjust-
ments have all resulted in significant 
improvements in video quality coming 
from the Folgelberg Auditorium.   
 
Current work in progress includes the 
installation and connection of video 
projectors in Fogelberg Auditorium, 
the School Committee Room, and the 
Town Hall meeting room.  The projec-
tor will allow laptop presentations to 
have a direct feed into our new robotic 
suite switchers instead of trying to 
capture the image from the wall.  But 
I’ll talk more about those next time ...   

*** 
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Fogelberg Auditorium  
Video Improvement 

 
Recent equipment updates at BCAT 
and in Fogelberg Auditorium have 
dramatically improved the video qual-
ity of Town Meeting broadcasts. 
 
We’ve replaced the original fifteen 
year old cameras with 
ones featuring improved 
resolution, sensitivity 
and zoom range. We’ve 
installed several new 
electrical circuits in the auditorium 
and hung new lights.  And we’ve re-
placed the camera control equipment 
and camera switcher in the BCAT ro-
botics suite.   
 

Due to low illumination 
levels in the audience 
section of the audito-

rium, and unpredictable, of-
ten over-bright stage-lighting set-

ups, the video picture quality has often 
looked dull or the colors muted on the 
screen.   
 
One of the obvious solutions to this 
problem was to raise the illumination 
level in the audience area, but not on 
the stage.  We decided to utilize two 
lighting brackets on the left and right 
walls of the audience area and install 
permanent stage lights.  The idea was 
to reflect light off the white ceiling 
and produce an even distribu-
tion of light over the au-
dience.   
 
After installing several 
new circuits, we hung six 
quartz lights, three on each wall, and 
aimed them at the ceiling. Once the 
proper lenses were installed and the 
orientation of the lights were fine 
tuned, the desired effect was achieved. 

 

BCAT PUBLIC  
CHANNELS      

 
 

  COMCAST…………...……......9 
   
  RCN.……………………...….....3 
   
  VERIZON…………….….…...39 

 
GOVERNMENT CHANNELS 
 

  COMCAST……...…………....10 
   
  RCN…………….….……...…..15 
   
  VERIZON………….…….…...41 

 
EDUCATION CHANNELS 
 

  COMCAST………………..….22 
 

  RCN………………….….….....13 
 

  VERIZON…………..….…......40 
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BCAT is excited to 
announce that you 
will soon have a new 
way to view some of 
our programming ... 
 

In response to continually changing 
technology and how people access 
information, BCAT will be offering 
an Internet based Video-on-Demand 
(VOD) service to 
host government 
meetings, as well 
as some commu-
nity and education 
channel specials 
starting in August. 
 

Our new PEG-TV ser-
vice will host videos 
for viewers to watch at 
their convenience—
anytime, anywhere.    

The goal of the service is to compli-
ment our television programming 
schedule and live meeting coverage.  
We believe this new service will be 
another tool to help keep you more 
connected and informed about your 
community.  Our first objective is to 
host all of the government meetings 
we cover.   
 

This list includes:  
 

The Board of Selectmen 
 

School Committee 
 

The Board of Health 
 

Planning Board 
 

Conservation Commission 
 

Ways and Means 
 

Town Meeting 
 

We also plan to have 

BNEWS Weekly available as well some 
other BCAT produced community and 
educational specials.   
 
The PEG-TV player was developed 
specifically for local communities and 
access television facilities.  Look for 
access to it through the BCAT website:    

 

                www.bcattv.org  
 

or through the town website:  
 

   www.burlington.org  
 

starting during the month of August.   
 
We expect our programming will con-
tinue to evolve on the PEG-TV player 
as we look forward to your feedback 
and suggestions in the future. 
 
 

    ���� ��� � ***  
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The kids are out of 
school, vacations and 
staycations are hap-
pening, friends and 
families are gathering 

to enjoy the summer climate, and 
BCAT is turning up the heat …   
 
We at Burlington Cable Access 
Television are not taking the sum-
mer off!  Instead, we are here to 
help you enjoy a variety of fun 
summer activities and events both 
in town and at BCAT.   
 
For many years now we have 

worked with the Burling-
ton Recreation Department 
to cover the Concerts on 
the Common series with 

the BCAT van.  A full staff-led volun-
teer crew records each weekly concert, 
then we broadcast it over the airwaves 
as part of our public channel summer 
programming line-up.   
 
When you see the red BCAT van on 

the Common and the 
crew hanging out un-
derneath the big blue 
canopy, feel free to 
stop by and say “Hi.”  
Anyone who lives or 

works in town can sign-up for classes 
at BCAT and learn how to be part of 
the crew.  You can be that person up 
on the gazebo getting up-close and per-
sonal with the band, or the camera per-
son on top of the van getting one of the 
best views of the concert and of the 
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common in town.  Call 781-273-5922 
for information. 
 
BCAT’s annual participation in and 
coverage of Pride Day has also been an 
on-going summer thing.  Last year we 
started BCAT’s Green Screen Magic as 
our annual attraction at Pride Day.  
Participants select an image from the 
image library, everything from Boston 
sports pix, movie pix, geographical lo-
cations, and more, then they stand in 
front of the green screen, grab the mi-
crophone and do a shout-out to family 
and friends.  The recorded pieces are 
then taken back to the studio and ed-
ited by the BCAT staff into short seg-
ments called Pride Day Moments.  
Pride Day Moments are then aired on 

(Continued on page 5) 
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Seven years ago I paid my first visit 
to BCAT.  I was part of a group of 
fifth graders from Pine Glen Elemen-
tary who came into 
the studio to tape 
some video book 
reports for the show 
Book Talk.  
On that day I didn’t 
pay too much atten-
tion to the behind-
the-scenes opera-
tions, just the sim-
ple fact that I was 
going to be on TV.   
 
About a year later I returned to the 
studio upon the recommendation of a 
family friend, and joined the BCAT 
Video Voyagers.  Here is where my 
love of BCAT and working in the 
field blossomed.  In front of or be-
hind the camera, I leapt at the chance 
to be part of the production process—
and with the Voyagers I would bring 
life to some of my most esoteric alter 
egos, such as Frosty the Snowsock 
and The Scottish Salamander. 
 
My adventures at BCAT soon ex-
tended beyond the Voyagers, helping 
out with shows like SportsCall, The 
Redd Sock Show, Factathlon and 
Housing Matters just to name a few. 
With shows like SportsCall and 
Housing Matters, I started out as a 
cameraman, and 
worked my way up to 
director.  On The 
Redd Sock Show I 
fixed myself a com-
fortable little niche 
behind the desk as the 
loud-mouthed foot 
apparel’s wingman.  
 
As I grew older, I was relied upon to 
head out on my own with a camera 
and cover local events.  For years I 

hosted events such as annual Christ-
mas Tree Lighting on Town Common 
and Truck Day.  I also taped a wide 

range of events from 
high school sports ban-
quets to Memorial Day 
coverage, and more.  
 
Almost every Friday 
night, since I joined 
BCAT in the seventh 
grade, I could be found 
down on Varsity Field 
helping tape the Burling-
ton High football games.  

As the years went by I went from be-
ing a grip out on the field, to the cam-
eraman up in the stands, to running 
audio inside the van, and eventually to 
actually directing the games.  
 
Upon entering high school I joined 
BCAT’s High School Club.  Here, I 
frequently bounced around from the 
spotlight to the edit suite, writing, 
starring in, taping, and editing several 
productions.  I wrote send-off skits to 
the likes of Pikachu and Luke Sky-
walker, and stole the identities of 
Indiana Jones and Darth Vader … 
And my work did not go unnoticed - 
town organizations like the Commu-
nity Life Center, and the BHS Drama 
Department saw my works on TV 
and called me up to tape events for 
them as well.  
 
Soon, I headed out on my own with 
my own cast and crew to create and 
produce my own video productions.  
My two specials Chris Flaherty’s 
Horrifying Halloween Humor, and 
Brothers of The Beanstalk both went 
on to win Viewer’s Choice Awards 
for a Public Special.  The first in 
2008, and the 2nd in 2009 - (By some 
miracle!). 
 
To sum up the past eight paragraphs 

in one simple sentence, not to mention 
the past seven years: I’ve done a lot 
with BCAT - It’s been like a second 
home to me, sort of like Cheers for 
Norm Peterson, except my spot is in 
Edit Suite #1 instead of on a stool at 
the end of the bar.  I cannot imagine 
what my life would be like if I’d never 
entered through those big red doors 
again after Book Talk.  At BCAT I’ve 
met a lot of great people and formed a 
lot of lifelong friendships.  My experi-
ences at BCAT have helped shape 
who I am today.  
 
Now, as I look to the future - I’ll be 
heading off to Quinnipiac University 
in the next few weeks, where I’ll be a 
Communications major studying Film 
& Video Production.  It goes without 
saying that I’ll be returning to BCAT 
during vacations and during the sum-
mer months, keeping in touch with the 
many people that keep this wonderful 
place going.   
 

There’s no telling if the rest of the 
world will warmly receive my on-
screen escapades quite like the com-
munity of Burlington has, or the peo-
ple of BCAT have during the past 
seven years.  But don’t worry Burling-
ton, there’s plenty more where that 
came from …  

*** 

*�
�53�
�	����
,������������ �����

�����������


	�������	����'����)
����������������
�
�������	��/00/����������,��

������������������� ��


	�������	����������������6����8������������������
	�����
�������������9���43��:;�



�����*�+!�������)����(�

BCAT Video Vacation Camp 
2009 - will take place  

August 24th through August 28th, 
2:00pm to 5:00pm  

in the BCAT Studio.   
 
If you want to be on Television, if 

you want to learn to di-
rect a show, run a cam-
era, floor direct, create 
graphics, or if you just 
want to have fun over a 

15 hour period - BCAT’s Video 
Vacation Camp is the place to be! 
 
If you are a resident of Burlington 
entering the 6th grade, 7th grade, 
8th grade, or have just finished the 
8th grade you can sign up for our 
Video Vacation Camp.  For those 
just going into middle school it is a 
great way to jump into all the ac-
tivities we offer here at BCAT, and 
it’s also a great introduction to our 
Video Voyagers program that runs 
throughout the school year.   

And for those of you head-
ing off to high school in 
September, it’s a great way 
to wrap-up your tenure as a 
Video Voyager or simply get a quick 
introduction to BCAT before you join 
the BCAT High School Club in the 
fall. 

 
The top 10 reasons to sign-
up this for year’s Video Va-
cation Camp …  
 

1) Well, it’s a lot of Fun! 
2) You’ll learn some new skills! 
3) Make some new Friends ... 
4) Become a local TV Star! 
5) Hang out in a real live TV Studio  
6) Check out the BCAT Van 
7) Be eligible to earn Scholarship  

Points through community service 
8) Did we already say Have a lot of 

Fun ???  
9) Have Cake at the Wrap Party! 
10)  It’s FREE !!!!! 
 

This year’s camp will feature a tour of 
the studio on Monday; a camcorder 
and studio camera training class on 
Town Common on Tuesday; Skit 
scripting and shooting the rest of the 
week, and a wrap/viewing 
party on Friday.  All of these 
activities will work around 
making an actual show to  air 
on the BCAT public channel. 
 
I know, I know, you want to know how 
to sign-up for BCAT Video Vacation 
Camp 2009! Well, it’s easy, just call or 
stop in at our Studio located inside 
Burlington High School.  Our entrance 
is located around back, next to Bay 
Path College.  Our office hours are 
Monday through Friday 10:00am to 
10:00pm, and Saturdays 10:00am to 
4:00pm.  Our phone number is  
781-273-5922.  Ask for Cory or Tad.   
 
We look forward to seeing you ! 

 
 
 
 

***  
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(Continued from page 3) 

the BCAT Public channel between 
shows during August through early 
September.  Be sure to watch 
BCAT (Comcast 9, RCN 3, Veri-
zon 39) - and you just might see 
yourself on TV. 
 
Another sizzlin’ summer activity - 
BCAT’s coverage 
of the Burlington 
Police Depart-
ment and Shaw’s 
Supermarkets’ 
annual National 
Night Out.   The free family cook-
out and community event in the 
Shaw’s parking lot features bur-
gers, drinks, snacks, Daisy-the-
Clown and more, and gives resi-
dents an opportunity to meet local 

police officers and check out police 
vehicles.  This year’s event also fea-
tures live music all the way from Ice-
land.  BCAT staff and volunteers 
share in the fun by shooting the vari-
ous activities and conducting inter-
views with the vendors and partici-
pants.  Keep an eye on the BCAT for 
a peak at this year’s National Night 
Out event.  
 
Members of the BCAT staff are also 
planning on making an appearance at 
Simons Park in conjunction with the 
Rec. Departments’ Summer Recrea-
tion Programs.  The appearance is to 
give kids a chance to learn about 
BCAT, about video production, and to 
promote our own Video Vacation 
Camp. 
 

The BCAT Video Vacation Camp is a 
big part of our sizzlin’ summer fun, 
one we’ve all been looking forward to 
since school got out.  (See related arti-
cle above.) 
 
With all that is going on this summer, 
we’re also still offering volunteers of 

all ages a variety of 
classes in video produc-
tion, everything from 
camcorder, studio, edit-

ing, and more all year round.  So if you 
want to get out of the heat this sum-
mer, come visit our air-conditioned 
studio, take a tour, cool off, and check 
out all we have to offer.   Office hours 
are Monday—Friday 10am to 10pm, 
and Saturdays 10am to 4pm.   
 

*** 
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(Continued from page 1) 

“Thank you to Cory, Tricia, Jen, Tad, 
 Tia and Derek . . . and everyone that 
I’ve worked with—you’ve made me 
what I am today, - I’m just a robot 
that you’ve programmed!  Seriously, 
you guys are like my second family 
and I will never forget you.  I will be 
back—don’t worry. 
 
We’re not worried Chris.  We know 
you’ll be back.  And just for that ro-
bot crack, we’re saving up all the fil-
ing for you to do next summer too! 
 
This year’s BCAT Lifetime Achieve-
ment Award was given to Gordon 
Thomson.  Gordon 
passed away in Feb-
ruary, but he will al-
ways be remembered 
as being an important 
and influential mem-
ber of our family.  
His son Peter Thom-
son came to accept 
the award in memory 
of his father… “First of all my dad 
would have been amazingly honored 
by this.  There were three things that 
always lit him up like a Christmas 
tree—that was his great grandson, 
anytime the Boston Bruins would 
win, . . . and anytime you mentioned 
BCAT.  He loved his time here, he 
loved the people that he worked with, 
and interacted with, and I noticed the 
small trophy he got a few years 
back—we still have that, he had that 
on his mantle for the longest time.  So 
thank you very much, we all appreci-
ate it and this will go on my mantle.”  
 
For years and years Gordon was a 
staple at the town hall robotics station 
during Planning Board meetings.  He 
was a regular part of the BCAT Van 
crew during Pride Day on town com-

mon, and he was always one for a 
good comical story to pass the time 
during a long meeting, or slow lulls in 
the sometimes ’hurry up and wait’ 
world of television.   
 
Dr. Eric Conti, the new superinten-
dent of Burlington Schools, is one of 
the newest members of the BCAT 
family, and was this year’s most En-
thusiastic Newcomer.  In addition to 
running the Burlington Schools, Dr. 
Conti had a very busy first year pro-
ducing four episodes of Burlington 
Schools from the Inside, as well as a 
special titled Upcoming Changes in 
the Burlington School System.  When 

presented with his award he had 
this to say … “It’s an honor, and 
the BCAT Staff have been incredi-
bly helpful, … anytime you’re 
filming ... the school profession-
als, the teachers and the princi-
pals and especially the town’s 
greatest asset which I believe is 
its children, the shows take care 
of themselves.  Again, I really ap-

preciate BCAT—the support they pro-
vide the school system, and I hope 
that people enjoy seeing what goes on 
everyday because there’s a lot of 
dedicated professionals working very 
hard to make sure our futures are in 
good hands, so thank you all very 

much and thank the board very 
much...” 
 
And speaking of the future—BCAT 
named Tom Taranto as our 2009 
Video Voyager of the Year.   

During his first year as a Video Voy-
ager Tom volunteered his time outside 
of the Voyager program a record-
breaking 55 times.  Those 55 checks 
on the check chart beat out Shannon 
Walden’s much earlier record of 40.  
He is also a very polite young man. “I 
just want to thank Tad and Cory for 
getting me started with video produc-
tions, and all the BCAT Staff.  Thank 
you.   
 
No, Tom—Thank You!  We’re look-
ing forward to seeing what your sec-
ond year in the Video Voyagers pro-
gram brings!   
 
The BCAT Community Service Spirit 
Awards went to two long-standing 
jack-of-all-trade volunteers who are 
constantly in the studio or out and 
about around town representing 
BCAT with unflagging enthusiasm.   
 

(Continued on page 7) 
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 (Continued from page 6) 

Joan Rolfe was Volunteer of the Year 
in 2004, and she is still going strong 
today, coming into the studio at least 
once a week to cover a government 
meeting, direct a show, 
or run a camera in the 
field or at an commu-
nity event.  “I would 
like to say that every-
body at BCAT is really 
part of my family, and 
we all work as a 
team…” 
 
Frank Rais was our 
Volunteer of the Year 
in 2007.  And he still 
lights sets, runs cam-
eras, and floor directs for a large num-
ber of volunteers.  He is also a robot-
ics regular, and occasionally takes out 
a camcorder to cover a community 
event.  Frank also makes little wooden 
toys - like trucks and spinning tops, 
much to the delight of the staff!  “I’m 
a little bit shocked over this, there are 
so many people here that deserve 
awards because they’re all perfect.  I 
always enjoyed doing what I do and I 
hope to live to be 100 so I can do 

more!  Thank you very much 
everybody.” 
 
We hope to have Frank, and 
Joan, and all of our volun-

teers around for a long 
time.  And Frank is abso-
lutely right, there were 
many volunteers in atten-
dance during appreciation 
night who deserved and 
received awards for their 
valuable participation and service.   
 
Peter Halvorson was awarded Best 
On-Camera Talent; George Gar-
land received the top recognition 
for Robotics Coverage; Jack 
Sherman was recognized for his 

contributions to School Sports Cover-
age; Matt Theriault & Paul Cac-
ciola received kudos in Sports An-
nouncing; Colleen Moore was recog-
nized for Producer Excellence for a 
Field Production; Paul Gustafson 
was recognized for Producer Excel-
lence for a Studio Production; Linda 
McNamee was awarded a trophy for 
Director Excellence in the Studio; 
Alan McRae received a trophy for 
Promotional Video Excellence; 
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Cheryl Coleman 
received recognition 
for her Final Cut 
Pro Editing Excel-
lence; Cory McNeil 
hit his 50th episode 
milestone for The 
Redd Sock Show; 
Arlene DiRocco hit 
her 150th episode of 
Conservative View 
in 2008; and produc-

ers Herb & Mary Clancey sur-
passed their 250th episode of C.O.A./
BSCO.   
 
The top Viewer’s Choice Award 
votes for a favorite series went to 
Mike Runyan for Housing Matters; 
votes for a favorite special went to 
Chris Flaherty for Brothers of the 
Beanstalk; and the votes for a favor-
ite education special went to the 
BCSF Annual Telethon.   
 
In addition to our family of volun-
teers and friends, we’d like to thank 
the sponsors of the evening for their 
generous donations of food & paper 
goods:   

 

Cambridge St. Dunkin’ Donuts  
for coffee & munchkins 

 

Servizo Café  
for the signature sandwiches 

 

 Flatbread Pizza  
for the pizzas 

 

LaCacia’s Bakery  
for the cheese, fruit and crackers tray 

 

Delicious Desserts  
for the cookies 

 

Outback Steakhouse  
for all the appetizers 

 

Gary Cauldwell of Arrow Paper  
for all the napkins, plates, cups, etc. 

 

Thank you all, for everything ! 
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